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REMEMBERING ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD SPECIALIST SERGIO 
EDUARDO PEREZ 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-
mense sadness and great respect that I rise to 
remember Army National Guard Specialist 
Sergio Eduardo Perez for his bravery and will-
ingness to fight for his country. Specialist 
Perez was a member of the Indiana National 
Guard 713th Engineer Company, 
headquartered in Valparaiso, Indiana. While 
Specialist Perez was on a route clearance pa-
trol in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, he 
was killed in an attack that involved rocket- 
propelled grenade fire and small arms fire. His 
sacrifice will forever be remembered by those 
he fought to protect. 

A native of East Chicago, Indiana, Sergio 
graduated from Lake Central High School in 
2010. Sergio’s high school principal recalls 
that Sergio was a quiet, reserved young man 
and a hard worker. His classmates speak of 
his kindness, respect, and willingness to help 
others. Shortly after graduating, Specialist 
Perez joined the National Guard, and his com-
pany mobilized at the end of September 2011. 
Sergio is remembered by friends as an all- 
around great guy who made a strong impres-
sion on those who knew him. According to 
loved ones, Sergio was a person who genu-
inely cared about everyone around him. He 
had a gentle spirit and a deep devotion to his 
family. In Sergio’s own words, ‘‘It takes a lot 
to make me mad, and when I am, I can’t be 
mad for long. I get along with almost every-
one. I work way more than I should and I’m 
starting to realize how short life is.’’ For his re-
markable courage and selfless commitment to 
the Army, Specialist Perez is worthy of the 
highest praise. His life was taken from us far 
too soon. He will be greatly missed and for-
ever cherished by those who loved him. 

Specialist Perez leaves behind a beloved 
host of family and friends. He is survived by 
his adoring parents: Sergio E. Perez, Sr. and 
Veronica Orozco. Sergio also leaves to cher-
ish his memory three loving sisters: Candice 
Perez, Andrea Jimenez, and Karyme Jimenez, 
and his half brother, Axel Perez Martinez. He 
will be greatly missed by his maternal grand-
parents, Alicia and Charles Orozco, and his 
paternal grandparents, Severo and Ramona 
Perez. Specialist Perez also leaves behind 
many other dear friends and family members, 
as well as a grateful, yet deeply saddened 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring a fallen hero, United States Army Na-
tional Guard Specialist, Sergio E. Perez. Spe-
cialist Perez sacrificed his life in service to his 
country, and his passing comes as a great 
loss to our nation, which has once again been 
shaken by the realities of war. Specialist 

Perez will forever remain a hero in the eyes of 
his family, his community, and his country. 
Thus, let us never forget the sacrifice he made 
to preserve the ideals of freedom and democ-
racy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for rollcall votes 499–503. Had I 
been able to vote, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on 
No. 499, ‘‘no’’ on No. 500, ‘‘yes’’ on No. 501, 
‘‘no’’ on No. 502, and ‘‘no’’ on No. 503. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 302ND AIRLIFT 
WING’S REDEDICATION OF THE 
SUMIT 38 MEMORIAL 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the rededication of the 302nd Airlift 
Wing’s SUMIT 38 memorial. 

On Saturday, May 13, 1995 a C–130 with 
call sign SUMIT 38 assigned to the Air Force 
Reserve Command’s 302nd Airlift Wing based 
at Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado, 
crashed near Bliss, Idaho. SUMIT 38 had 
flown 15 support personnel to Boise, Idaho for 
firefighting training and crashed during its re-
turn flight to Colorado. Six Air Force Reserv-
ists lost their lives that day. 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert R. Buckhout, 1st 
Lieutenant Lance Dougherty, Captain Geoff 
Boyd, Chief Master Sergeant Jimmie D. Vail, 
Master Sergeant Jay Kemp and Staff Ser-
geant Michael L. Scheideman perished in the 
crash. The men and women of the 302nd Air-
lift Wing, their families and the community will 
continue to mourn the loss. 

Let us always remember the crew of SUMIT 
38, and never forget the sacrifice they made 
in the service of our Nation. On Saturday, Au-
gust 4, 2012, the 302nd Airlift Wing will re-
dedicate the memorial to the fallen crew at 
Peterson Air Force Base in its new location. 
The memorial will become the centerpiece of 
the new Total Force Integration C–130 squad-
ron operations facility. 

I ask the Members of Congress to join me 
in remembering and honoring the crew of 
SUMIT 38. 

f 

H.R. 5856 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last week the 
House of Representatives passed H.R. 5856, 

the Department of Defense Appropriations Act. 
While I strongly oppose some provisions of 
H.R. 5856, I voted in favor of this legislation 
in order to support our troops, military families, 
and veterans, and to advance other important 
priorities for our national defense. 

I applaud the leadership of Chairmen ROG-
ERS and YOUNG and Ranking Member DICKS 
in crafting a bill that provides an increase to 
service members’ pay, strengthens health care 
services, and advances critical research for 
cancer, Traumatic Brain Injury, and other con-
ditions. H.R. 5856 supports a continued in-
vestment in small businesses through the 
Rapid Innovation Program, provides for the 
production of two Virginia-class attack sub-
marines, advances the Iron Dome program, 
and seeks to hold Pakistan accountable by 
ensuring they are cooperating with the United 
States in counterterrorism efforts, including 
dismantling and disrupting the manufacture of 
improvised explosive devices—an issue that I 
specifically addressed through two successful 
amendments to the National Defense Author-
ization Act offered earlier this year. 

However, I must also note my strong dis-
appointment that this legislation breaches the 
Budget Control Act of 2011—the bipartisan, bi-
cameral agreement enacted into law last year, 
which was designed to help rein in spending 
and stabilize our nation’s finances. Despite the 
fact that over $1 billion in spending was re-
duced through the successful adoption of an 
amendment offered by Representative 
MULVANEY and Representative FRANK, effec-
tively freezing defense spending in the bill at 
current levels, H.R. 5856 still exceeds the 
budgetary cap set by last year’s Budget Con-
trol Act by several billion dollars. An additional 
amendment was offered by Representatives 
LEE, VAN HOLLEN, and SMITH that would have 
brought the bill’s spending in line with the lev-
els set by last year’s Budget Control Act. Un-
fortunately, while I voted in favor of this 
amendment, it was not adopted by the full 
House. Moreover, I offered an amendment to 
H.R. 5856 to strike funding for the Afghanistan 
Infrastructure Fund (AIF). As originally pre-
sented in the full House of Representatives, 
H.R. 5856 proposed $375 million in spending 
over the next fiscal year for large-scale water, 
power, transportation and other projects in Af-
ghanistan through the AIF while our national 
infrastructure is crumbling here in America and 
in my home state of Rhode Island. While my 
amendment did not pass, I did vote in favor of 
a successful amendment offered by Rep-
resentative COHEN to reduced AIF funding by 
$175 million. 

With President Obama’s announcement of 
the U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership 
Agreement in May 2012, our nation took an-
other step toward the end of combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan and the transition of mili-
tary and security operations to the Afghans by 
2014—a timeline that had not yet been identi-
fied in 2011 during consideration of the FY 
2012 Department of Defense Appropriations 
Act. I, and many of my colleagues in Con-
gress, would prefer an accelerated drawdown 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1318 July 25, 2012 
of U.S. combat troops—one that allows for the 
safe, orderly, and expedited withdrawal of our 
combat forces. During consideration of H.R. 
5856, I voted in favor of amendments offered 
by Representative LEE and Representative 
GARAMENDI that would have helped bring our 
troops home from Afghanistan sooner. Unfor-
tunately, these amendments did not pass. As 
the White House has affirmed in reference to 
the Partnership Agreement, the decisions re-
garding future troop levels and funding will 
need to be made in consultation with Con-
gress. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate in a bipartisan fash-
ion to reach an agreement in the coming 
weeks that advances the important priorities I 
have identified while also fulfilling our commit-
ment under the Budget Control Act, ending the 
War in Afghanistan as quickly and safely as 
possible, and recognizing the urgent need to 
reinvest in our own economy and our own in-
frastructure right here at home. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NAMING AND 
GROUNDBREAKING OF THE MI-
CHAEL N. CASTLE TRAIL AT THE 
C&D CANAL 

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR. 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
month, the Delaware delegation recognized 
the vision and tireless efforts of former Con-
gressman Mike Castle of Delaware to develop 
a recreational trail along the Chesapeake and 
Delaware (or C&D) Canal by breaking ground 
for construction of the trail. 

The C&D Canal, managed by the Philadel-
phia District of the Army Corps of Engineers, 
has been in operation since 1829. Today, it is 
one of the busiest working waterways in the 
world, with over 25,000 vessels passing 
through it each year. The canal is a critical 
commercial waterway serving the Ports of Wil-
mington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia. The 
C&D Canal is bordered by a 16-mile stretch of 
flat, uninterrupted land, perfect for a trail, and 
surrounded by more than 7,500 acres of pub-
lic land, creating a unique and safe environ-
ment for recreationists. In 2004, Congressman 
Castle saw these assets as an ideal oppor-
tunity to enhance the canal’s existing re-
sources by adding a recreational trail. 

Under Congressman Castle’s leadership, a 
working group was formed in 2004 with rep-
resentatives from the State of Delaware, New 
Castle County, the Army Corps, Delaware 
City, Chesapeake City, the State of Maryland, 
and recreation groups. In 2005 and 2006, pub-
lic workshops were held to solicit ideas and 
comments from local residents regarding po-
tential recreational uses along the C&D Canal. 
In March 2006, a concept plan was completed 
by the working group, recommending the cre-
ation of a recreational trail along the canal to 
be used by walkers, joggers, cyclists, and 
equestrians. In 2007, design work for the trail 
began and environmental assessments were 
completed, and in 2009 trail design was com-
pleted. 

Congressman Castle was instrumental in 
obtaining resources for the trail. In addition to 
supporting efforts to acquire state and local 

funding, he also secured a total of $2.2 million 
in Public Lands Highways Discretionary 
awards in fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 2010 
from the Federal Highway Administration to go 
toward planning and construction of the trail. 

Congressman Castle’s vision and years of 
work to build a trail along the C&D Canal was 
not forgotten when he left office. Recognizing 
the tremendous benefits that could be realized 
by the trail, the delegation picked up the 
project where Castle left off. Since then, the 
delegation has worked with the Federal High-
way Administration, the State of Delaware, 
New Castle County, the recreation community, 
and others to reinvigorate the working group 
and secure additional funding to build the first 
phase of the recreational trail along the banks 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. 

The recreational trail along the C&D Canal 
will provide a common link to communities 
across the States of Delaware and Maryland 
from Chesapeake City to Delaware City. It will 
create a safe and inviting recreational oppor-
tunity along the canal and will bring families 
and other groups to hike, bicycle, jog, skate, 
or ride horseback along the trail. Local busi-
ness, including restaurants and shops, will 
reap the benefits of this increased tourism to 
the area. The C&D Canal trail will also support 
healthy lifestyles through outdoor recreation. 
The trail will improve safety along the canal 
and increase the appeal and land value of res-
idential developments in the area. The C&D 
canal recreation trail will be an attractive asset 
for the Middletown, Odessa and Townsend re-
gion that will draw new residents to the area. 

Congressman Castle long ago embraced 
the notion that the C&D Canal is like an emer-
ald necklace draped across the northern por-
tion of our beautiful state, and we are so very 
pleased that this jewel will be named after our 
dear friend. 

On July 9, the Delaware Department of 
Transportation broke ground on Phase I of the 
recreational trail. This first phase will complete 
approximately nine miles of the trail from Dela-
ware City to just beyond Summit Marina in 
Delaware, including the construction of two 
trail heads, parking areas, and comfort sta-
tions. 

Honoring Congressman Mike Castle’s long- 
time support of recreational and commuter-ori-
ented greenways and trails in Delaware and 
across the nation, as well as his vision, lead-
ership, and steadfast support of the Chesa-
peake and Delaware Canal trail, the Delaware 
delegation hereby dedicates the trail to him, 
and officially recognizes the name as the ‘‘Mi-
chael N. Castle Trail at the C&D Canal.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MT. VERNON BAP-
TIST CHURCH 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in celebration of the 175th anniversary of Mt. 
Vernon Baptist Church in West Monroe, La. 

The church began when a small band of 
early settlers in southwest Ouachita Parish es-
tablished a place of worship. These pioneers 
initially held services in homes, and it is be-
lieved the first building of the Mt. Vernon Bap-

tist Church was a simple one-room log house. 
While the building has changed many times 
over the past century to accommodate the 
ever-growing membership, the church has 
continued to provide spiritual guidance to the 
Ouachita Parish community since its inception. 
Today, the sanctuary comfortably seats 600, 
and the average Sunday school attendance is 
over 400. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church for its dedication to 
providing a steadfast place of worship. Count-
less Sunday morning services, baptisms, and 
weddings have been held there, and I am con-
fident it will be a strong source of Christian 
love, comfort and fellowship for well over the 
next 100 years. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5856) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2013, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in reluc-
tant opposition to H.R. 5856, the FY2013 De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act. 

Last summer, Congress and the President 
enacted the bipartisan Budget Control Act, 
BCA, a difficult compromise by both Demo-
crats and Republicans. As a result, caps on 
both discretionary and defense spending were 
significantly tightened for Fiscal Year 2013 ap-
propriations. Because this bill fails the test of 
balance and funds billions of dollars of unnec-
essary programs within the Defense Depart-
ment, while disregarding the caps set forth by 
the BCA, I cannot support it in its current form. 
I hope to support this bill when it returns from 
the Senate. 

I would refer my colleagues to the Budget 
Control Act and to Section 302, enforcement 
of budget goals. It’s right there in plain English 
what the defense appropriation number will 
be. That was the Budget Control Act that was 
supported and voted on by the Chairman of 
the Budget Committee, the Chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee, the Chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee and the Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the Defense Ap-
propriations Subcommittee. 

In fact, the Chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. ROGERS, said last year when 
we passed it, and I quote: ‘‘Tough choices will 
have to be made, particularly when it comes 
to defense and national security priorities, but 
shared sacrifice will bring shared results.’’ He 
went on to say, ‘‘The Appropriations Com-
mittee has already started making tough deci-
sions on spending and will continue under the 
spending limits and guidelines provided in this 
bill,’’ meaning the Budget Control Act. That 
was August 1st of last year. 

The Chairman of the full Committee was 
right last year but the bill that’s before us vio-
lates that bipartisan agreement. As a result of 
that violation, the Defense Appropriation Bill 
exceeds significantly what was requested by 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1319 July 25, 2012 
the Defense Department. The reality is the 
other bills that are coming through the Appro-
priations Committee are taking much deeper 
cuts—cuts to education, cuts to affordable 
health care, cuts to public safety—because of 
the funding increases in this defense bill. In 
other words, our investment in jobs, and the 
economy, and our kids future is being slashed 
as a direct result of the fact this defense bill 
exceeds the spending level set in the Budget 
Control Act agreement 

Mr. Chairman, I would refer our colleagues 
to the statements made by Admiral Mullen, 
who served as the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Admiral Mullen pointed out that 
our military strength depends on our economic 
strength and our economic strength depends 
on our long-term fiscal health. Admiral Mullen 
said, ‘‘Our national debt is our biggest national 
security threat.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘with the 
increasing defense budget, which is almost 
double, it hasn’t forced us to make the hard 
trades. It hasn’t forced us to prioritize. It hasn’t 
forced us to do the analysis.’’ We can no 
longer go along with business as usual if we 
are going to get our fiscal house in order. 

That is why this House agreed to the Budg-
et Control Act last summer, and it’s unfortu-
nate that this bill comes to the floor in violation 
of the agreement, in violation of an under-
standing that in order to get our fiscal house 
in order, we had to make tough decisions on 
defense and non-defense alike. And by vio-
lating the agreement in this regard, what the 
Committee is saying is they are not willing to 
make really tough decisions. In fact, they’re 
making irresponsible decisions with respect to 
the nondefense domestic spending. 

I agree with Admiral Mullen who said we all 
need to share in this responsibility. I agree 
with what my Republican Colleagues said last 
year when we passed the Budget Control Act. 
Let’s stick to an agreement and let the Amer-
ican people know that when this body comes 
to an understanding after a hard fought com-
promise, we stick with it for the public good. 

The Defense Appropriations bill provides 
$606 billion in defense spending in FY13. It in-
cludes $518.1 billion in funding for non-war re-
lated expenses. It also provides an additional 
$13.7 billion for Military Personnel Programs 
and $63.5 billion for Operation and Mainte-
nance Programs. I am also pleased that the 
bill provides a requested pay raise for military 
personnel and supports critical funding for the 
DoD Peer-Reviewed Prostate Cancer Re-
search Program and the DoD Breast Cancer 
Research Program. 

However, the bill provides billions of dollars 
in funding that the Department of Defense 
says it neither requested nor needs. For ex-
ample, it continues to fund unnecessary air-
craft programs that the Defense Department 
did not allot for in its budget this year, and 
spends $138 million to resurrect C–27J con-
tracts that the Air Force decided not to renew. 
Many other wasteful items that are unneces-
sary to our national defense are included at 
the expense of national funding priorities that 
directly impact our country’s future economic 
growth, including investments in education, 
seniors, and research and infrastructure. 

During this difficult fiscal period we have to 
be much smarter and more efficient about how 
we shape our defense budget. Throughout this 
debate, I have made clear that we must take 
a balanced approach to cutting the budget in-
cluding eliminating unnecessary spending. 

There is no doubt that Congress has a re-
sponsibility to pass a Defense Appropriations 
bill which reflects a commitment to the millions 
of dedicated men and women and their fami-
lies who sacrifice to keep our country safe. 
However, as testimony before the Budget 
Committee and House Armed Services Com-
mittee has made clear, we can reduce de-
fense spending even as we continue to pro-
vide for our men and women in uniform, for 
our veterans and for their families, without 
compromising national security. 

Unfortunately, the FY13 Defense Appropria-
tions bill upends the balance painstakingly de-
signed by the BCA and appropriates funds un-
necessarily to some programs at the expense 
of other high-priority programs. The 
unrequested funding provided in this legisla-
tion will result in direct cuts to such national 
priorities as education, health care, research 
and development, and vital job training. I am 
also concerned that this bill deprives deserv-
ing employees of the Department of Defense 
of a modest cost-of-living adjustment by not 
providing for a civilian pay raise of .5 percent, 
as proposed by the Administration. 

Mr. Chair, there is no higher priority than 
providing for the security of our country. How-
ever, during these difficult economic times, we 
have to be smarter and more efficient in how 
we shape our defense budget. In the end, the 
strength of our military depends on the 
strength of our economy. If we don’t reduce 
our long-term deficit and get our fiscal house 
in order, we will weaken our capacity to fund 
a strong military. At the end of the day, this bill 
falls short of accomplishing that objective. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SANDRA 
UPTAGRAFFT PARTICIPATING IN 
THE 2012 OLYMPICS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Sandra Uptagrafft. Sandra will participate 
in the 2012 Olympics in London. 

Uptagrafft, of Phenix City, Alabama, is a 
Petty Officer 1st Class in the United States 
Navy Reserves. This will be her first time as 
an Olympic athlete when she shoots in the 
women’s 25m sport pistol and 10m air pistol 
events. 

Uptagrafft’s husband, Eric, will also be par-
ticipating in the 2012 London Olympics. The 
couple will celebrate their anniversary while in 
London on August 5th. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my congratulations to 
Sandra and best wishes to her and her hus-
band in the Olympics and a happy anniver-
sary. 

f 

THE ADVANTAGES OF HEALTH 
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

HON. LARRY BUCSHON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight some innovative health care pro-

grams being implemented by Applied Extru-
sion Technologies in Terre Haute, Indiana. 
AET Films is a leading supplier of specialized 
oriented polypropylene films in North America. 

In 2005, while being faced with ever in-
creasing insurance premiums, they chose to 
take the path less traveled, empowering their 
employees through a high deductible health 
plan coupled with a health savings account. 
Over time they further implemented healthy 
employee incentives and education programs 
to help employees make better consumer-driv-
en health decisions. The results of these pro-
grams have been irrevocable, as AET Films 
has seen near 0 percent premiums increases 
since implementation. 

With the Supreme Court’s recent ruling, and 
our vote this week to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act in its entirety for the 4th time, it is 
important to understand the creative steps 
being taken in the private sector that lower 
health care costs, and incentivize better health 
outcomes—all without government control or 
interference. I commend AET for their innova-
tion, and encourage the Senate and the Presi-
dent to join the House in repealing the Afford-
able Care Act, which dismantles innovative 
programs pursued by AET Films and job cre-
ators across the United States, and replace it 
with private sector reforms that lessen the cost 
of health care for all Americans. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN DOUGLAS 
S. BORREBACH 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Captain Douglas S. Borrebach of 
the Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat 
Organization (JIEDDO), who will be departing 
after four years of outstanding service. Origi-
nally from the 18th congressional district, 
which I represent, Captain Borrebach’s signifi-
cant contributions at JIEDDO have contributed 
to tremendous success in countering the 
threat of improvised explosive devices. 

Upon Captain Borrebach’s arrival to 
JIEDDO in June 2008, his actions significantly 
contributed to resource planning, program-
ming, budgeting and execution management 
to maximize JIEDDO’s investments in the 
Joint Warfighter Counter-Improvised Explosive 
Device (C–IED) capabilities. A financial man-
agement expert and trusted steward of our 
taxpayer dollars, Captain Borrebach was crit-
ical in developing programmatic estimates, 
with JIEDDO managing a $10 billion budget 
for C–IED requirements. 

After nearly three years as JIEDDO’s Comp-
troller, Captain Borrebach was handpicked to 
lead the Requirements and Resources Direc-
torate at JIEDDO in April 2011, a testament to 
his keen analytical capabilities and ability to 
identify current and future resourcing opportu-
nities. The confluence of his superb leader-
ship, operational background, and expert 
knowledge in acquisition and financial man-
agement was instrumental in fulfilling one hun-
dred percent of Combatant Command 
Counter-IED Joint Urgent Operational Need 
Statements. Over the past four years his ef-
forts to collaborate with academia, industry, 
and the whole of government has led to the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1320 July 25, 2012 
development and validation of critical C–IED 
solutions ahead of the threat. 

As a father of a West Point Cadet from the 
Class of 2013, Captain Borrebach has worked 
tirelessly to improve the protection of those 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines 
downrange as if they were his own. Over his 
tenure, he has contributed significantly to the 
improvement of the IED found and clear rate 
and correspondingly has helped prevent cas-
ualties and loss of life. 

I am proud to share in the celebration of 
Captain Borrebach’s remarkable accomplish-
ments that have served this nation well in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. As he departs for his 
alma-mater, the United States Naval Acad-
emy, for his final assignment in his thirty-year 
career, I ask my colleagues to recognize his 
leadership and distinguished service. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JORDAN 
BRITTON, MISSOURI TRACK AND 
FIELD STATE CHAMPION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Hollister High School’s Jordan Britton 
for winning the Long Jump and the Triple 
Jump State Titles at the Class 2 Missouri 
Track and Field Championships. 

Jordan worked hard throughout the season 
to achieve his state championship titles. After 
districts he was ranked first in Long Jump. 
Upon reaching the state competition Jordan 
found himself struggling to match his previous 
best jumps. With help from Head Coach Tuck-
er Pierce and Jump Coach Greg Brown, Jor-
dan was able to recover and found himself in 
fourth place before his second to last jump. It 
was then that Jordan put forward his best per-
formance with a leap of 21 feet and 10 inches, 
which was just enough to give him the top 
prize in the Class 2 finals. 

Jordan also took the Triple Jump with a leap 
of 43 feet and 6 inches, gaining his second 
title at the state championship. Having entered 
the state competition in third place, Jordan 
knew he would have to jump a personal best 
to even medal. Competing against the number 
one seed in the final, Jordan overcame a 43 
foot leap to secure first place by 6 inches, 
again giving his best performance in the sec-
ond to last jump. 

The Hollister School District as well as the 
track and field staff are proud to have such a 
fine young man representing their school. He 
truly represents his family, school and the 
state of Missouri in a positive manner. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Jordan on his State Track and Field 
Championship Titles. 

f 

CANCER-FREE LABEL ACT 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, exposure to 
cancer-causing agents increases every Ameri-
can’s risk of cancer, and they are found in ev-
eryday products and in the environment. 

Since only 5% of cancer is caused by ge-
netic factors, people can reduce their risk of 
getting cancer by the other 95% of causes by 
reducing their exposure to carcinogens. 

We all know that we can reduce our risk of 
getting cancer by wearing sunscreen, quitting 
smoking, and steering clear of asbestos. But 
what about everyday products? Which make-
up has carcinogens? Which pesticides? Which 
air fresheners, carpet cleaners, flea collars, 
and yes, food items, increase your family’s 
risk of cancer? Which baby shampoos? 

The reality is consumers do not know. Even 
if our constituents memorized the list of known 
and probable carcinogens, many substances 
in consumer products remain hidden. Words 
like ‘‘fragrance’’ and ‘‘artificial flavoring’’ are 
used in place of specific ingredients to protect 
companies’ trade secrets, and they should. 
But there is no denying that this protection 
makes it harder for consumers to make fully 
informed choices. 

And even if known carcinogens were not 
part of a product’s ingredient list, certain man-
ufacturing or storage practices can result in 
the introduction of carcinogens into a product, 
which then can pass into your body. 

Today, I am introducing legislation called 
the ‘‘Cancer-Free Label Act.’’ Under this bill, 
manufacturers who would like to market their 
products as being completely free of all known 
carcinogens would be allowed to seek a ‘‘can-
cer-free’’ label. By submitting a confidential 
application to be evaluated by the agency that 
regulates their specific product, a manufac-
turer could provide consumers assurance that 
the product is free of known carcinogens with-
out having to divulge valuable trade secrets. 
The voluntary application would protect manu-
facturers’ hard-earned intellectual property and 
could not be used by any agency of govern-
ment for any reason other than determining 
the product’s ‘‘cancer-free’’ status. 

The application would simply include a full 
list of substances and a demonstrated adher-
ence to best carcinogen-avoidance practices 
in manufacture, storage, and transportation. In 
addition, this program would not mandate any 
new bureaucracy to evaluate carcinogens; it 
simply creates a process for agencies to com-
pare ingredients lists against existing govern-
ment lists of known and probable carcinogens. 

Unlike other well-intentioned efforts to get 
carcinogens out of consumer products, this 
legislation would not rely on mandates or 
bans. If a manufacturer does not choose to 
apply, there is no penalty. The labeling pro-
gram is 100% voluntary. It would simply har-
ness the power of the free market, enabling 
consumers to choose safer products for them-
selves and their families. We all remember the 
most recent example of this—it was consumer 
selection, not government intervention, that 
got BPA out of baby products. 

I urge my colleagues to pass this market- 
driven legislation and give consumers and 
families across America the power to opt-out 
of cancer-causing substances in everyday 
products. 

COMMEMORATING THE 38TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TURKISH OC-
CUPATION OF CYPRUS 

HON. SHELLY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call 
my colleagues’ attention to the 38th anniver-
sary of Turkey’s unlawful and tragic invasion 
of Cyprus. Turkey’s occupation, which began 
on July 20, 1974, left thousands of innocent 
Greek Cypriot civilians without their homes, 
their land, and their families. It is crucial for us 
to commemorate this unfortunate situation and 
assist the people of Cyprus in reaching a solu-
tion. 

Many of the Cypriot generation who suffered 
the invasion have not lived to see justice or a 
resolution to this conflict. Although many of 
the survivors have had the opportunity to re-
turn to their homes on the northern side of the 
island, it was only to discover them occupied 
by Turkish settlers. 

Only Turkey recognizes the occupied north-
ern side of the country as a Turkish Cypriot 
state, but it does not even provide a valid 
standard of living to their own citizens. This 
was made evident through the recent dem-
onstrations by Turkish Cypriots who have dis-
played their own dissatisfaction with the Turk-
ish occupation. More recently, Turkey has 
threatened the use of force to stop Texas- 
based Noble Energy from drilling for oil and 
gas off the shores of Cyprus and to blacklist 
any businesses that work with Cyprus for nat-
ural resource extraction. 

Meanwhile, the Turkish government has 
begun to sow instability throughout its region. 
Turkey recognizes the terrorist Hamas govern-
ment in Gaza and even received its leader in 
the Turkish parliament earlier this year—dis-
turbing hypocrisy from a state that receives 
US support for its own fight against terrorism. 
Turkey also demands that Israel end its naval 
blockade of Gaza, despite the deadly security 
threat Hamas poses to Israel. Turkey’s re-
peated, flagrant criticism of Israel is particu-
larly troubling and potentially destabilizing. 

Turkey continues to deny the Armenian 
Genocide during which 1.5 million Armenians 
perished and has threatened punitive meas-
ures against the United States if Congress 
recognizes this tragic event. Since 1993, Tur-
key has maintained a destabilizing blockade of 
Armenia. 

The time has come for Turks to end their 
threats and denials, withdraw their troops, and 
return the territory that is not rightfully theirs. 
That way, the Cypriots—and the Cypriots 
alone—can make the decisions affecting their 
future. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5856) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
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for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2013, 
and for other purposes: 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 5856, Department of De-
fense Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 
H.R. 5856 provides $519.2 billion for the base 
budget of the Defense Department in fiscal 
year 2013 which is $3.1 billion above the 
President’s request and $1.1 billion above the 
fiscal year 2012 level. 

In addition, the Department of Defense 
(DOD) appropriations bill provides $88.5 billion 
in fiscal year 2013 contingency funding for on-
going military operations in Afghanistan, at the 
President’s request and $26.6 billion below the 
fiscal year 2012 level. The contingency fund-
ing being $26.6 billion below the fiscal year 
2012 level reflects the continued drawdown of 
U.S. activities in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

I support this bill for three reasons: 
(1) Provides all service members a pay 

raise of 1.7 percent, the level included in the 
President’s request; 

(2) Provides $33.9 billion, $334 million 
above the President’s request, for Defense 
health care programs for our troops, their fam-
ilies, and retirees; and 

(3) Provides $1.6 billion for measures to 
counter improvised explosive devices in Af-
ghanistan. 

I would like to thank Chairman YOUNG and 
Ranking Member DICKS for ensuring that there 
were no reductions in the number of C–17s 
that are in use by our Armed Services in the 
Fiscal Year 2013 Defense Appropriations bill. 
The C–17 is the Air Force’s premier strategic 
transport aircraft and remains the military’s 
most reliable and capable airlift aircraft. The 
C–17 has proven capable of delivering more 
cargo, troops, and non-war humanitarian mis-
sions than any other aircraft. The C–17 deliv-
ered needed relief supplies and search and 
rescue teams immediately in the aftermath of 
the destruction in Japan. The C–17 also deliv-
ered over 10,005 tons of disaster relief sup-
plies and carried 13,812 passengers in re-
sponse to the earthquake that struck Haiti in 
2010. 

Mr. Chair, in my remaining time let me brief-
ly highlight additional key provisions. This leg-
islation provides increased funding of $246 
million for cancer research, $245 million for 
medical facility and equipment upgrades, $125 
million for Traumatic Brain Injury and psycho-
logical health research, and $20 million for sui-
cide prevention outreach programs. Also, pro-
vides $2.3 billion for family support and advo-
cacy programs. 

This bill provides $181 million in additional 
funds not requested by the President to keep 
open production lines for the M–1 Abrams 
tank and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle. As our 
nation goes through an Armed Forces reduc-
tion, protecting critical industries such as U.S. 
combat vehicle is imperative. Maintaining a 
modest and continuous Abrams production 
line is necessary to persevering superior bat-
tlefield capabilities. Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Martin Dempsey said, 
‘‘capability is more important than size.’’ I 
agree. In April, I signed onto a letter to Sec-
retary of Defense Leon Panetta expressing 
that sentiment. 

H.R. 5856 maintains our military superiority 
by continuing the research and development 
of current and future military equipment. This 
bill provides $5.9 billion for procurement of the 
F–35 Joint Strike Fighter. Provides $2.6 billion 

for procurement of modified F–18 Super Hor-
nets, which is $562 million and 11 aircraft 
more than the President’s request. Also, pro-
vides $1.8 billion to develop the KC–46A, the 
Air Force’s next-generation aerial refueling air-
craft. 

This bill also provides $250 million above 
the President’s request for the Rapid Innova-
tion Fund. This will continue the efforts started 
by the Armed Services Committee in fiscal 
year 2011 to promote innovative research in 
defense technologies among small busi-
nesses. H.R. 5856 includes $519 million for 
the Cooperative Threat Reduction program, 
known as Nunn-Lugar, to assist in the 
denuclearization and demilitarization of the 
states of the former Soviet Union. 

Finally, let me note my opposition to a num-
ber of provisions in this bill. This bill provides 
no funding for the Medium Extended Air De-
fense Systems (MEADS) program, which is a 
joint U.S.-German-Italian effort planned to re-
place Hawk and Patriot systems worldwide by 
2018. Provides $118 million less than the 
President request for necessary F–22 war-
plane modifications. Reduces the Defense Ac-
quisition Workforce Development Fund 
(DAWDF) by $224 million from the fiscal year 
2013 budget. 

Mr. Chair, this bill is based upon a $1.028 
trillion discretionary spending cap for fiscal 
year 2013, which is $19 billion below the 
$1.047 trillion discretionary spending cap 
agreed to in the bipartisan Budget Control Act. 
With my colleagues across the aisle squeez-
ing our discretionary spending, they are ham-
pering our ability to support many key national 
security priorities. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
support and join me in voting for the bill on 
final passage. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MASTER POLICE 
OFFICER JEREMIAH GOODSON 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Master Police Officer Jeremiah 
Goodson of Lumberton, North Carolina, had 
his life taken from him while protecting his 
community on July 17, 2012. Officer Goodson 
had served on the City of Lumberton Police 
Department since 2006, and is the first Lum-
berton Police officer to be killed in the line of 
duty in 76 years. Officer Goodson will be re-
membered by all those whose lives he 
touched as the finest example of bravery, 
honor, and public service. 

Officer Goodson, a native of Lumberton, 
worked selflessly to make a positive difference 
in his community. In addition to his service 
with the Lumberton Police Department, Officer 
Goodson was also a member of the police 
force’s Gang Unit and served as a Resource 
Officer at Lumberton High School. Officer 
Goodson’s colleagues at the Police Depart-
ment spoke of Goodson as a personable offi-
cer and a great person who never met a 
stranger. Students at Lumberton High School 
recall Goodson as a good, loving, gentle per-
son who will be remembered for doing his 
work diligently and cheerfully. 

Over his lifetime, Officer Goodson earned 
countless friends because of his readiness 

with a lighthearted joke or kind word. Because 
of his six years of service with the police de-
partment and his friendly personality, Officer 
Goodson had one of the most respected and 
recognizable faces in his community. 

He was so widely admired within his com-
munity that the celebration of his life was held 
at Lumberton High School to better serve the 
huge amount of people attending to honor and 
remember him. The outpouring of grief from 
the Lumberton community is a testament to a 
life well-lived, and one that ended too soon. 

Above all, Officer Goodson will be missed 
by his family and friends. He was the son of 
Bettie and Jerry Goodson, a brother to Isis 
and Joshua Goodson, the loving husband of 
Lametria Goodson and father to their children, 
Jurnee Amiah Goodson, Tyrin Hueston, and 
Josiah Malachi Goodson. Though their sorrow 
must run deep, we hope they may take com-
fort in knowing that this man is a hero to his 
community and he will rest in peace with his 
Savior. May God bless his family, and may we 
always keep in remembrance the life of Mas-
ter Police Officer Jeremiah Goodson. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 503 had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING PATRICK VAN 
GRINSVEN 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Patrick Van Grinsven, a vital 
member of my staff for over the past 3 years. 

Friday, July 20th was Pat’s last day serving 
the people of the Illinois Fifth Congressional 
District. He has served with distinction since 
June 2008 when he joined the staff of my 
predecessor in office, the Honorable Rahm 
Emanuel. In April 2009, after I was sworn in, 
Pat joined my staff as a Legislative Cor-
respondent and now departs as a Legislative 
Assistant. 

Pat began his career in public service when 
he became an intern in the office of his home-
town Congressman, the Honorable Rahm 
Emanuel. Pat quickly moved up and in late 
2008 he was promoted to Staff Assistant. After 
Congressman Emanuel left to become Presi-
dent Obama’s Chief of Staff and I was elected 
as his successor, Pat joined my office as a 
Legislative Correspondent to continue serving 
the Fifth District. Pat managed all my con-
stituent correspondence—an exceptionally dif-
ficult task amidst the controversy of the 111th 
Congress. In 2010, I promoted Pat to Legisla-
tive Assistant and since then he has handled 
some of my highest priority issues including 
transportation, veterans, postal, and labor. As 
the longest-tenured staff member serving the 
Fifth District in Washington, DC, Pat will be 
sorely missed. 
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It has been a pleasure to work with Pat over 

the past 3 years. He is passionate and serious 
about his work and he has a great sense of 
humor, an underrated trait in Congress. As a 
native Chicagoan, Pat is an ardent supporter 
of the Cubs, Bulls, Blackhawks, and Bears. 
We will also miss his devotion to soccer or, as 
I like to call it, weed hockey. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Pat the best of luck as 
he begins a master’s program at the School of 
Advanced International Studies at the Johns 
Hopkins University. I thank him for his service 
to the Illinois Fifth Congressional District. 

f 

SEMINOLE HIGH SCHOOL CELE-
BRATES ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to join with the 
students, faculty, staff and past graduates of 
Seminole High School in celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. 

Located in Seminole, Florida, Seminole High 
is an institution with students who excel, not 
only in the classroom, but in the arts and 
sports as well. It was established in 1962 to 
meet the pressing need for a high school in 
the rapidly growing Seminole area. Now, 50 
remarkable years later, this comprehensive 
public school, that I have the privilege of rep-
resenting, has quite a history, which would not 
be possible without the hard work and dedica-
tion of the students, teachers, and faculty 
alike, who have devoted their time and energy 
into making Seminole High School what it is 
today. 

Home to several National Merit Scholars 
and the three-time winner of the ‘‘St. Peters-
burg Times’ All Sports Award’’ for best athletic 
programs in the Tampa Bay area, it is no won-
der that Seminole High is a seven-time winner 
of the Florida Department of Education’s Five 
Star School Award, which is presented to 
schools that have ‘‘shown evidence of exem-
plary community involvement.’’ Seminole High 
School’s academic record also has received 
special attention as it exceeds the state aver-
age with a higher graduation rate than most 
other schools, not only in its district, but in the 
entire State of Florida. 

With such a gifted student body, this school 
has many famous alumni ranging from profes-
sional football players, Olympic swimmers, a 
Miss America, and my wife, Beverly. The 
Seminole Warhawk marching band has per-
formed in famous events such as the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, 
as well as the Rose Bowl Parade, which they 
are due to participate in for the second time 
this New Year’s Day. 

With half a century of history and a record 
of sterling accomplishments, it is no surprise 
that Seminole High School has progressed 
from what was once only a simple two-building 
complex in the 1960s, to a superior academic 
and athletic high school that it is today. It is 
due to the extraordinary faculty, and of course, 
the talented student body that has allowed 
Seminole High School to excel for 50 years. 
Certainly, Seminole High has much to be 
proud of and I look forward to seeing what 
successes they will achieve over the next 50 
years. 

IN MEMORIAM AND 
REMEMBRANCE OF SYLVIA WOODS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness, but also great pride, that I rise today 
to share a few words about Sylvia Woods, 
founder of Sylvia’s Restaurant in Harlem, who 
passed away on Thursday, July 19, 2012. Ms. 
Woods was a local hero and a world re-
nowned restaurateur, but also a dear personal 
friend; her death marks a devastating loss to 
Harlem and the greater New York City com-
munity, and she will be sorely missed. On be-
half of the Harlem community, my wife Alma 
and I extend our sincere and heartfelt support, 
love, and sympathy to Ms. Sylvia’s entire fam-
ily. 

Ms. Sylvia was an exceptional woman 
whose extraordinary work ethic and wonderful 
character should serve as a model for all 
Americans. Her life epitomized the American 
dream. Growing up on a farm in Hemingway, 
South Carolina, she began working in the field 
as a young girl and then made her way to 
New York in search of opportunity. After work-
ing as a teenager in a Queens hat factory for 
several years, she began working as a wait-
ress at a luncheonette in Harlem. 

This would mark the beginning of her fortu-
itous journey to the center of Harlem society. 
Ms. Sylvia would eventually purchase that 
luncheonette and, with hard work and pa-
tience, transform the small restaurant into a 
commercial empire boasting a catering serv-
ice, banquet hall, and a nationally distributed 
line of prepared foods. Her farm to fame jour-
ney should remind us all of the great oppor-
tunity this country represents, and the hard 
work necessary to achieve it. 

But Ms. Sylvia’s success was as much a re-
sult of her charming personality as it was of 
her work ethic. She was a dynamic, warm, 
and kind woman who greeted every customer 
with a friendly and inviting smile. Her incred-
ible hospitality and personable nature were 
symbolic of Harlem’s rich communal character, 
and for that she was beloved. Her energetic 
personality attracted local and national politi-
cians, international celebrities, tourists, and or-
dinary neighborhood residents, and created an 
environment so comfortable that it naturally 
became the social center of our community. 

I want to thank Ms. Sylvia for her decades 
of service to our community, and for the many 
personal memories that I will cherish forever. 
Thank you for creating such a special, magical 
place at the soul of Harlem. Nothing can re-
place you, but your legacy will live on forever 
in our hearts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in mourning Ms. 
Sylvia Woods’ passing. It is my hope that her 
example will serve as a testament that, with 
hard work and genuine character, we can 
achieve our greatest dreams. 

FEDERAL RESERVE TRANS-
PARENCY AND POLITICAL INDE-
PENDENCE 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, in re-
sponse to the recession and financial crisis, 
the Federal Reserve had to take a variety of 
unorthodox measures to stabilize our credit 
markets and resuscitate the economy. Many in 
Congress have felt unease as the Fed took 
emergency actions to rescue individual com-
panies and launched a variety of new credit 
facilities for an increasing number of banks, fi-
nancial institutions and even investors. I share 
this unease and I believe that Congress 
should have the ability to gather information 
about the Fed’s actions. That is why I voted in 
favor of H.R. 459, the Federal Reserve Trans-
parency Act. 

However, I do want to register my caution 
about opening up the Fed’s monetary policy 
deliberations and actions to a government 
audit as it could erode the Fed’s political inde-
pendence. Even the appearance of politicians 
gaining some measure of influence over mon-
etary policy decisions could have disastrous 
consequences. Political independence is not 
simply a luxury for our central bank. It is a 
core principle of good economic policy that 
yields real benefits for the American people. A 
number of empirical studies have shown that 
countries with independent central banks tend 
to have steadier economic growth and low and 
stable rates of inflation. This is not surprising. 
Just as politicians involved in fiscal policy 
have a bias toward greater spending, mone-
tary policy influenced by politics would have a 
bias toward looser credit over the short term 
and therefore higher rates of inflation over the 
longer term. Financial markets would imme-
diately recognize this and push up our bor-
rowing rates and weaken our currency. 

Congress should strive for robust oversight 
of the Fed, but it must guard against political 
interference. In the end, an independent Fed-
eral Reserve with a clear and focused man-
date is the best way to achieve the desirable 
ends of sustainable economic growth, job cre-
ation, and low inflation. 

f 

FEDERAL RESERVE 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, while I fully believe that the Federal 
Reserve is in need of greater transparency 
and accountability, I rise in opposition to this 
bill, which I believe approaches the issue in a 
problematic way. I want to be clear that the 
Fed should not take my vote against this bill 
as a vote of confidence. 

In order for the Federal Reserve to function 
properly as an independent central bank, I be-
lieve that its monetary policy functions must 
be independent of pressure from Congress, 
which would be jeopardized by a GAO audit of 
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the Fed’s monetary policy. We’ve seen re-
cently the harmful impact that congressional 
pressure can have on the Fed’s monetary pol-
icy even without this audit, such as Repub-
lican members of Congress urging the Fed to 
take no further actions to rescue the economy, 
which is why I bring to my colleagues’ atten-
tion the below column by former Federal Re-
serve Vice Chairman, Alan Blinder, in which 
he points out additional options for the Fed to 
tackle the elevated unemployment rate that 
are not being used. 

That said, it is clear that cultural change is 
needed at the Federal Reserve, which has too 
often put the needs of America’s biggest 
banks ahead of the interests of the American 
public. As just the latest example, JP Morgan 
Chase CEO, Jamie Dimon, has refused to re-
sign from the board of the New York Federal 
Reserve Bank, despite the fact that the New 
York Fed is investigating misbehavior at 
JPMorgan Chase’s Chief Investment Office 
that contributed to its recent multi-billion dollar 
trading loss. 

Furthermore, I strongly supported a provi-
sion in the Dodd-Frank Act that has increased 
transparency at the Fed, providing for an audit 
of the emergency financial assistance pro-
vided by the Fed during the financial crisis, as 
well as requiring the Fed to release informa-
tion going forward about parties participating 
in emergency lending programs and the de-
tails of those transactions. The bill also impor-
tantly limited the power of bankers like Mr. 
Dimon who serve on the boards of regional 
Federal Reserve Banks. 

There is one aspect of today’s bill that I 
strongly support, the provision of this bill 
added in committee by Mr. CUMMINGS, which 
provides for an audit of the Independent Fore-
closure Review, which has been grossly mis-
managed by the Fed and the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency and does not ap-
pear to be on track to provide appropriate 
compensation to homeowners who were 
abused. I believe that the Fed needs to know 
that their role is to look out for the American 
public, and I hope they hear that loud and 
clear today. 

HOW BERNANKE CAN GET BANKS LENDING 
AGAIN 

(By Alan S. Blinder) 

If the Fed reduces the reward for holding 
excess reserves, banks will have to find 
something else to do with their money, like 
making loans or putting it in the capital 
markets. 

The U.S. economy could use another boost, 
and it won’t come from fiscal policy. Can the 
Federal Reserve provide it? 

Chairman Ben Bernanke keeps insisting 
that the central bank is not out of ammuni-
tion, and in a literal sense he is right. After 
all, the Fed has not yet exhausted its bag of 
tricks. It is still twisting the yield curve. It 
can purchase more assets. It can tell us that 
its federal funds target interest rate will re-
main 0–25 basis points beyond late 2014. It 
can even nudge the funds rate down within 
that range. The operational question is: How 
powerful are any of these weapons? 

Let’s start with Operation Twist, which 
was recently extended through the end of 
this year. The Fed seeks to flatten the yield 
curve by buying longer-term Treasurys and 
selling shorter-term ones. And it’s probably 
succeeding—a bit. But Federal Reserve ac-
tivity in the Treasury markets is modest 

compared with the vast volume of trading. 
Realistically, the U.S. yield curve is prob-
ably influenced far more by daily develop-
ments in Europe. In any case, the Fed will be 
out of short-term Treasurys to sell by De-
cember. 

The logical next step would be more quan-
titative easing—QE3—or, as the Fed likes to 
call it, more large-scale asset purchases. 
Purchases of what? There are two main 
choices. One is Treasurys. But does anyone 
really think that lower U.S. Treasury rates 
are what this country needs? 

Mortgage-backed securities (MBS) are a 
better choice, the idea being to reduce mort-
gage rates by shrinking the spread between 
MBS and Treasurys. But mortgage rates are 
already falling toward 3.5%. With 10-year ex-
pected inflation around 2.1%, can a 1.4% real 
interest rate be deterring many prospective 
home buyers? No, they are shut out of the 
market by the unavailability of credit. Post-
ed rates are low, but try getting a mortgage. 

The third available weapon is what the Fed 
calls ‘‘forward guidance’’—that is, indicating 
(please don’t say promising!) that the 0–25 
basis points funds rate will be maintained for 
years to come. The Fed’s current guidance 
(please don’t call it a pledge!) extends ‘‘at 
least through late 2014.’’ While that’s pretty 
far into the future, the Fed could stretch it 
to 2015, 2016 or 2025 for that matter. 

In rational models, the yield curve should 
flatten a bit every time the Fed pushes that 
date out further. But the key words here are 
‘‘rational’’ and ‘‘a bit.’’ To most bond trad-
ers, two and a half years is already an eter-
nity. Would they really respond much if 2015 
replaced 2014? 

This brief analysis paints a pretty grim 
picture: The Fed has three weak weapons, 
one of which will be exhausted by year’s end. 

Fortunately, there is more the Fed can do. 
I have two out-of-the-box suggestions to 
make, one in today’s column and another in 
a companion piece soon. 

The simpler option is one I’ve been urging 
on the Fed for more than two years: Lower 
the interest rate paid on excess reserves. The 
basic idea is simple. If the Fed reduces the 
reward for holding excess reserves, banks 
will hold less of them—which means they 
will have to find something else to do with 
the money, such as lending it out or putting 
it in the capital markets. 

The Fed sees this as a radical change. But 
remember that it paid no interest on re-
serves before the 2008 crisis and, not surpris-
ingly, banks held practically no excess re-
serves then. In early October of that year, 
Congress gave the Fed authority to pay in-
terest on reserves, which it promptly started 
doing. When the Fed trimmed the federal 
funds rate to its current 0–25 basis-point 
range in December 2008, it also lowered the 
interest rate on reserves to 25 basis points, 
where it has been ever since. 

My suggestion is to push it lower in two 
stages. First, test the waters by cutting the 
interest on excess reserves (in Fedspeak, the 
‘‘IOER’’) to zero. Then, if nothing goes 
wrong, drop it to, say, minus-25 basis 
points—that is, charge banks a fee for hold-
ing their money at the Fed. Doing so would 
provide a powerful incentive for banks to dis-
gorge some of their idle reserves. True, most 
of the money would probably find its way 
into short-term money-market instruments 
such as fed funds, T-bills and commercial 
paper. But some would probably flow into in-
creased lending, which is just what the econ-
omy needs. 

The Fed has steadfastly opposed this idea 
for years. Why? One objection is true but 
silly: Lowering the IOER might not be a very 

powerful instrument. No kidding. Are there a 
lot of powerful instruments sitting around 
unused? 

The other objection is that making the 
IOER zero or negative would push other 
money-market rates even closer to zero than 
they are now, thereby hurting money-mar-
ket funds and otherwise impeding the func-
tioning of money markets. My answer two 
years ago was that we have more important 
things to worry about. My answer today is 
that it has mostly happened anyway: U.S. 
money-market rates are negligible. 

It is noteworthy that the European Central 
Bank just jumped ahead of the Fed by cut-
ting the rate it pays on bank deposits to 
zero—and European money markets did not 
die. Denmark’s National Bank went even fur-
ther, dropping its deposit rate to minus 20 
basis points. Yet the Little Mermaid still 
sits in Copenhagen harbor. 

The Fed’s hostility toward lowering the in-
terest on excess reserves is almost self-con-
tradictory. When Mr. Bernanke lists the 
weapons the Fed plans to use when the time 
comes to tighten monetary policy, he always 
gives raising the IOER a prominent role. His 
reasoning is straightforward and sound: If 
the Fed makes holding reserves more attrac-
tive, banks will hold more of them. Why 
doesn’t the same reasoning apply in the 
other direction? 

But suppose it doesn’t work. Suppose the 
Fed cuts the IOER from 25 basis points to 
minus 25 basis points, and banks don’t lend 
one penny more. In that case, the Fed stops 
paying banks almost $4 billion a year in in-
terest and, instead, starts collecting roughly 
equal fees from banks. 

That would be almost an $8 billion swing 
from banks to taxpayers. There are worse 
things. 

Mr. Blinder, a professor of economics and 
public affairs at Princeton University, is a 
former vice chairman of the Federal Reserve. 

f 

ELEANOR LOGAN, LONDON 2012 
OLYMPIC ATHLETE 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to highlight the outstanding accom-
plishments of a young woman from Maine’s 
First District. 

Eleanor Logan has been rowing since 2003. 
She has shown true dedication to the sport in 
her training and competition, and has won nu-
merous awards for her rowing, both nationally 
and internationally. After winning gold in the 8- 
person shell at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, she 
set her sights on completing her under-
graduate degree from Stanford University 
while also training for the 2012 U.S. Olympic 
Team. And now, within weeks, she will be rep-
resenting our nation in the London Olympics. 

I’m very proud to highlight Eleanor’s suc-
cess. She is a shining example of what can be 
accomplished with opportunity and commit-
ment. Successfully balancing education and 
training, she has worked tremendously hard to 
achieve her Olympic dreams. 

As Eleanor continues on her journey as an 
athlete and a leader, she is enabling Maine to 
shine on the international stage, as well. 

Go Team USA! 
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HONORING DEBRA MALINA, PRESI-

DENT OF THE AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION OF NURSE ANES-
THETISTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to Debra Malina, CRNA, 
DNSc, MBA. Ms. Malina will soon complete 
her year as national president of the American 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA). I 
am very pleased that Ms. Malina was tapped 
as the 2011–2012 President of this prestigious 
national organization. 

Founded in 1931, the AANA is the profes-
sional organization that represents more than 
44,000 practicing Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetists (CRNAs) and Student Nurse An-
esthetists who will become CRNAs. CRNAs 
are advanced practice registered nurses who 
administer approximately 32 million anes-
thetics to patients each year. They work in 
every setting in which anesthesia is delivered, 
including hospital surgical suites and obstet-
rical delivery rooms, ambulatory surgical cen-
ters, and the offices of dentists, podiatrists, 
and all types of specialty surgeons. They also 
provide acute and chronic pain management 
services to patients in need of such care. 
CRNAs provide anesthesia for all types of sur-
gical cases and, in some states, are the sole 
anesthesia providers in 100% of rural hos-
pitals, ensuring that these facilities can offer 
their communities obstetrical, surgical, and 
trauma stabilization services. 

The American Association of Nurse Anes-
thetists is headquartered in my district, and 
President Malina has served the association 
extremely well and helped to improve health 
care for all Americans. A CRNA for 15 years, 
Ms. Malina received her doctorate in nursing 
science from the University of Tennessee in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and her master’s de-
gree in business administration from Madison 
University in Gulfport, Mississippi. Additionally, 
she earned her master’s degree in anesthesi-
ology from Barry University in Miami Shores, 
Florida and a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from Florida International University in Miami. 

In addition to her current service as AANA 
President, Ms. Malina has held various leader-
ship positions in the AANA, including Presi-
dent-elect, Treasurer, Region 2 Director, and 
member of the Finance Committee. Ms. 
Malina has also served as the AANA Associa-
tion Management Services director. In addi-
tion, she is a former president of the Ten-
nessee Association of Nurse Anesthetists and 
has served on numerous committees on the 
state and national levels. She was also an ad-
vanced practice nursing member of the Ten-
nessee Board of Nursing. 

Adding to her professional accomplish-
ments, Ms. Malina has effectively used her ex-
perience in education and CRNA practice to 
inform the public about the safety, value and 
cost-effectiveness of CRNA care. During her 
AANA Presidency, Ms. Malina has played im-
portant roles in advocating for the practice of 
nurse anesthesia and its patients before Medi-
care and other federal agencies and with 
members of the Congress of the United 
States. She has worked tirelessly to promote 
the facts that CRNAs help make healthcare 
work better and cost less. 

Let me give just two examples of her lead-
ership. The Institute of Medicine reports that 
100 million Americans suffer from chronic in-
tractable pain, which costs more than two- 
thirds of a trillion dollars each year in medical 
and economic costs. Ms. Malina has dem-
onstrated leadership in urging Medicare to re-
store direct reimbursement for pain manage-
ment services provided by CRNAs—a move 
that will improve care for patients and reduce 
unnecessary costs. Ms. Malina and her na-
tional organization were also crucial in sup-
porting provisions included in the recently-en-
acted Food and Drug Administration user fee 
reauthorization to combat critical shortages of 
anesthesia and other drugs. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask my colleagues to 
join me today in recognizing the outgoing 
President of the American Association of 
Nurse Anesthetists, Ms. Debra Malina, CRNA, 
DNSc, MBA, for her notable career and out-
standing achievements. 

f 

SOUTHERN PINES IS AN ALL- 
AMERICA CITY 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, we are excited to 
report that a city in the Sixth District of North 
Carolina has been nationally cited for its ef-
forts to promote literacy. This is a prime exam-
ple of where hard work pays off for Southern 
Pines, North Carolina. The plan to improve 
reading through the resources of a coalition of 
business, government and civic leaders has 
resulted in Southern Pines being named as an 
All-America City. 

Due to Southern Pines’ development of a 
sensible and sustainable plan to increase 
grade-level reading proficiency by the end of 
the third grade, the National Civic League pre-
sented Southern Pines with the prestigious All- 
America City award on July 2, 2012, during 
the Grade-Level Reading Communities Net-
work Conference and All-America City Award 
celebration. Southern Pines Library Director 
Lynn Thompson and her husband Bob Howell, 
Boys and Girls Club Executive Director Caro-
line Eddy, as well as PineStraw Magazine’s 
Cos Barnes, accepted the award while rep-
resenting Southern Pines during the con-
ference in Denver. 

With the efforts of leaders in the community 
such as The Country Bookshop, Southern 
Pines Public Library, and Boys and Girls Club 
expanding their summer reading programs, 
they have renewed the enthusiasm for ele-
mentary literacy. ‘‘I think the award recognizes 
what a great community this is to live in,’’ 
Mayor David McNeill told The Pilot. ‘‘I con-
gratulate everyone who has worked so hard 
on this project, but the kids are the real win-
ners. The efforts that they will put forth to im-
prove their reading skills will benefit them for 
a lifetime.’’ 

Deserving thanks and credit for their hard 
work and effort towards elementary literacy in-
clude Southern Pines Public Library, Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Sandhills, Moore County Cham-
ber of Commerce, Moore County Literacy 
Council, Moore County NAACP, Partners for 
Children and Families, Sandhills Children’s 
Center, and United Way of Moore County. 

Also deserving recognition for this prestigious 
award is Southern Pines Town Manager 
Reagan Parsons. 

On behalf of the citizens of the Sixth District 
of North Carolina, we congratulate Southern 
Pines for being named as an All-America City. 
The city called its campaign, ‘‘Southern Pines 
Grows Great Leaders,’’ and we are thrilled 
that the National Civic League agrees with us 
that Southern Pines is a great place to learn 
and live. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,882,491,122,065.69. We’ve 
added $5,255,614,073,152.61 to our debt in 
just over 3 years. This is debt our Nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ERIC 
UPTAGRAFFT PARTICIPATING IN 
THE 2012 OLYMPICS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Sgt. 1st Class Eric Uptagrafft. Eric will 
participate in the 2012 Olympics in London. 

Uptagrafft, of Phenix City, Alabama, is the 
rifle instructor for the U.S. Army Marksman-
ship Unit. He competed in the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics finishing 30th. Uptagrafft spent 
seven years engineering a new rifle with gun-
smiths and through the U.S. Army Marksman-
ship Unit’s custom firearms unit. 

Uptagrafft’s wife, Sandra, will also be partici-
pating in the 2012 London Olympics. The cou-
ple will celebrate their anniversary while in 
London on August 5th. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my congratulations to 
Eric and best wishes to him and his wife in the 
Olympics and a happy anniversary. 

f 

DR. JOHN EVANS ATTA MILLS 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Dr. John Evans Atta 
Mills, President of the Republic of Ghana. I 
was saddened to hear about the untimely 
death of President Mills. My thoughts, prayers 
and condolences go to his wife, family and the 
people of Ghana. The World has lost a leader, 
visionary and champion for democracy. 

President Mills pledged his life to education 
and the betterment of his beloved Ghana. He 
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was born in July 1944 in the Western Region 
of Ghana. He was a master student who 
began his schooling at the revered Achimota 
Secondary School in Accra. He later went on 
to earn his bachelors and law degrees from 
the University of Ghana at Legon in 1967. 
Upon the completion of his PhD in African and 
Oriental Studies from the University of Lon-
don, President Mills was selected as a Ful-
bright Scholar at Stanford University School of 
Law. 

After setting a strong foundation he returned 
home to educate and impart his lessons on 
the youth. President Mills dedicated nearly 
twenty five years to higher academia as a pro-
fessor in numerous areas such as law, tax 
and African studies. He was passionate about 
teaching and politics. First serving in the ca-
pacity of Vice President from 1997 through 
2001, Dr. Mills was sworn in as President and 
Commander in Chief of the Republic of Ghana 
in January of 2009. 

I join with President Obama and various 
world leaders as we remember President 
Mills, who was often referred to as a calm pol-
itician and gentle giant. In 2009, President 
Obama and the First Family traveled to Ghana 
in his first presidential visit to Sub-Saharan Af-
rica. President Obama praised President Mills 
for making Ghana a ‘‘good news story’’ that 
had good democratic credentials. Under the 
leadership of President Mills, the United 
States and Ghana deepened our partnership 
in the promotion of good governance and eco-
nomic development. 

President John Evan Atta Mills is credited 
with leading Ghana through a period of sta-
bility and economic growth in the midst of un-
foreseen global circumstances. He is quoted 
in saying ‘‘Every Leader has a period of serv-
ice’’. Though his service has come to an unex-
pected end, as we reflect upon his life and 
legacy, we can appreciate his tireless efforts 
that have come to fruition. A shining star in 
West Africa, Ghana was and still remains a 
trailblazing nation for the region and continent, 
with its strong tradition of democracy. 

f 

SHINING STARS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last month 
I had the honor and the privilege to be among 
our community’s proudest at the Kingwood 
Fallen Heroes Memorial Golf Tournament. 
Folks teed off to honor three of our local fallen 
heroes from the Kingwood community: Ser-
geant William Meeuwsen, Lance Corporal 
Luke Yepsen and Sergeant Brandon Bury. 
The money raised at the tournament goes 
back to veterans through the local Houston 
Area Chapter of the Blue Star Moms as well 
as several other military related organizations. 
This was the first year friends and family orga-
nized a golf tournament and they were able to 
raise $80,000; donating $30,000 to our local 
Blue Star moms. What a way to give back to 
those who have sacrificed so much—including 
the Blue Star mom. 

The Blue Star Mothers Organization began 
as a Veteran Service Organization to provide 
care packages to military serving overseas 
and offer assistance to their families here at 

home. In 1960, the United States Congress 
chartered the Blue Star Mothers of America as 
a Veterans Service Organization and they 
have dutifully kept this organization going 
strong by supporting families awaiting their 
child’s safe return or consoling those whose 
sons or daughters who gave their lives for our 
freedom. 

All mothers have that special sparkle about 
them when they talk about their children, but 
there is something different in the twinkle 
when you talk to a mother whose child has 
gone off to war. One of the toughest parts of 
being your Congressman is to talk to moms 
and dads that have lost a child in action. It is 
a grief I cannot fully relate to and one we all 
pray we never know. But their courage and 
their understanding of their child’s sacrifice is 
powerful and inspiring. Every Blue Star mother 
knows that in a split second their lives can 
change forever and their Blue Star banner can 
turn to Gold. 

During World War I, if a son had gone off 
to war in the War to End All Wars, as it was 
called, a banner was hung in front of the 
home in the window for each son in the mili-
tary. This banner had a blue star in the center 
of it. If the son was killed, a gold star was su-
perimposed over the blue one. 

This concept was created by Grace Seibold 
on Christmas Eve 1918 upon learning that her 
aviator son was killed in aerial combat in 
France. Ms. Seibold directed her grief and sor-
row to helping the wounded in local D.C. hos-
pitals and formed the Gold Star Mothers to 
give support for other such moms. 

During World War II, my Grandmother Poe 
hung such a banner with a blue star in the 
front window of her home in the country. My 
dad went off to war when he was just 18. 
When my grandmother died, it was one of the 
few items she had saved. That banner never 
had to have a gold star placed on it because 
my dad returned safely. These banners have 
been carried throughout all of America’s wars 
since World War I. 

As a father of four, I can think of nothing 
worse than to lose one of my children. No par-
ent wants their son or daughter killed in un-
known foreign lands. No parent wants their 
child to predecease them and no parent wants 
their child to die in their youth. But it happens, 
and the grief can only be understood by other 
such parents. 

Mothers are special, particularly the mothers 
of those who wear the American uniform. It 
seems to me the strongest bond in all of cre-
ation is the bond between a mother and her 
child. The good Lord made it that way on pur-
pose, and when that bond is broken by the 
loss of a child, that wound just never heals. 

One out of every ten people in the military 
is from the State of Texas. Roughly 10 per-
cent of the total killed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
has been Texans. Yet sons and daughters 
throughout America, and especially Texas, 
continue to join our military knowing that they 
will no doubt go into the desert of the sun and 
the valley of the gun, and they leave behind 
their parents, their mothers. 

So as we show honor and respect to Amer-
ica’s children who serve, let us show Amer-
ican compassion and ultimate gratitude for the 
mothers of those troops who display the Blue 
and Gold Star sacrifice from their windows. 
And the next time we pass a house with one 
of these stars maybe we should stop and say 
a prayer and say ‘‘thank you’’ because of that 

special mother who gave that child for the rest 
of us. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CONGRESSIONAL REPLACEMENT 
OF PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EN-
ERGY-RESTRICTING AND JOB- 
LIMITING OFFHSORE DRILLING 
PLAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6082) to officially 
replace, within the 60–day Congressional re-
view period under the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, President Obama’s Pro-
posed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil & 
Gas Leasing Program (2012–2017) with a con-
gressional plan that will conduct additional 
oil and natural gas lease sales to promote 
offshore energy development, job creation, 
and increased domestic energy production to 
ensure a more secure energy future in the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to 
H.R. 6082, the so-called ‘‘Congressional Re-
placement of President Obama’s Energy-Re-
stricting and Job-Limiting Offshore Drilling 
Plan.’’ This bill opens up nearly every last 
piece of our public lands to drilling, giving 
even more to Big Oil. The bill would require oil 
and gas leasing off the East Coast, from 
Maine to South Carolina, off of Southern Cali-
fornia and in the important fishery of Bristol 
Bay off Alaska. It opens up California’s coast-
line to oil and gas companies as early as 
2013. If this bill were to become law, areas 
that have previously been deemed off limits to 
oil development by state governments would 
be put up for lease. 

This bill also fails to secure safety reforms 
for offshore drilling, nor does it ensure that oil 
companies are paying their fair share to drill 
on public lands. The California Coastline is an 
international treasure and is one of the pri-
mary drivers of our state’s economy. We must 
protect our coastlines and the vital eco-
systems they embody. We cannot place it at 
risk of an oil spill or give it away to reckless, 
profit-seeking oil companies. We cannot and 
will not drill our way to energy independence. 
Continuing to make our cars more efficient, in-
vesting in clean and renewable energy, ending 
subsidies and tax breaks for the fossil fuel in-
dustry, and putting a price on carbon emis-
sions is how we can obtain a secure and sus-
tainable energy future. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this sense-
less and harmful legislation by joining me in 
voting ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE REOPEN-
ING OF ST. JAMES CHURCH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of St. James’ Church, one of the 11 
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Cleveland Catholic Diocese parishes that will 
be reopening this year. 

In 2009 it was announced that several of 
the Cleveland Catholic Diocese’s area church-
es, including St. Barbara’s, were to close. 
However, just months ago, the Vatican over-
ruled this decision and St. James’ will be re-
opening its doors on Wednesday, July 25, 
2012. 

St. James Church was founded in 1908 as 
the founding parish for the cities of Lakewood 
and Rocky River. For more than a century, St. 
James has been a house of worship and gath-
ering for the Catholic residents of Lakewood, 
Ohio. 

After Bishop Lennon’s 2009 announcement 
parishioners gathered together and formed 
Friends of Saint James/Save Saint James in 
an effort to stop the closing of their church. 
The members of Friends of Saint James/Save 
Saint James are committed to the preservation 
of Saint James as a parish and an 
architecturally significant structure in the City 
of Lakewood. They have dedicated them-
selves to the development of a long range fi-
nancial plan for capital improvements and 
maintenance of the church and its programs. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the reopening of St. James’ 
Church, a beloved parish that has returned to 
the City of Lakewood. 

f 

HONORING DR. JOHN EVANS ATTA 
MILLS 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Dr. John Evans Atta 
Mills, President of the Republic of Ghana. I 
was saddened to hear about the untimely 
death of President Mills. My thoughts, prayers 
and condolences go to his wife, Ernestina 
Naadu, son, Samuel Kofi Atta Mills and the 
people of Ghana. The world has lost a leader, 
visionary and champion for democracy. 

President Mills pledged his life to education 
and the betterment of his beloved Ghana. He 
was born in July 1944 in the Western Region 
of Ghana. He was a master student who 
began his schooling at the revered Achimota 
Secondary School in Accra. He later went on 
to earn his bachelors and law degrees from 
the University of Ghana at Legon in 1967. 
Upon the completion of his PhD in African and 
Oriental Studies from the University of Lon-
don, President Mills was selected as a Ful-
bright Scholar at Stanford University School of 
Law. 

After setting a strong foundation he returned 
home to educate and impart his lessons on 
the youth. President Mills dedicated nearly 25 
years to higher academia as a professor in 
numerous areas such as law, tax and African 
studies. He was passionate about teaching 
and politics. First serving in the capacity of 
Vice President from 1997 through 2001, Dr. 
Mills was sworn in as President and Com-
mander in Chief of the Republic of Ghana in 
January of 2009. 

I join with President Obama and various 
world leaders as we remember President 
Mills, who was often referred to as a calm pol-
itician and gentle giant. In 2009, President 

Obama and the First Family traveled to Ghana 
in his first presidential visit to Sub-Saharan Af-
rica. President Obama praised President Mills 
for making Ghana a ‘‘good news story’’ that 
had good democratic credentials. Under the 
leadership of President Mills, the United 
States and Ghana deepened our partnership 
in the promotion of good governance and eco-
nomic development. 

President John Evan Atta Mills is credited 
with leading Ghana through a period of sta-
bility and economic growth in the midst of un-
foreseen global circumstances. He is quoted 
as saying ‘‘Every leader has a period of serv-
ice’’. Though his service has come to an unex-
pected end, as we reflect upon his life and 
legacy, we can appreciate his tireless efforts 
that have come to fruition. A shining star in 
West Africa, Ghana was and still remains a 
trailblazing nation for the region and continent, 
with its strong tradition of democracy. Epito-
mizing humility in leadership, President Mills 
was a calming and stabilizing force for not 
only his people but the continent as a whole. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR BETTY ANN 
MATTHIES 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retiring Mayor of the City of 
Seguin in Texas, Betty Ann Matthies. She was 
elected Mayor of the City of Seguin in 2004 
and is ending her tenure in 2012. Her tireless 
efforts have improved the community and 
served to better the development and 
progress for the City of Seguin. 

Mayor Matthies was born in Guadalupe 
County, Texas on September 23, 1934. She 
graduated from Seguin High School in 1953 
and pursued her higher education degree at 
the University of Texas at Austin. Mayor 
Matthies graduated from Seton School of 
Nursing in Austin, Texas three years after 
graduating high school. As a registered nurse 
she was employed at the Nix Hospital for five 
years as an Operating Room Registered 
Nurse. By 1961, she moved to Seguin where 
she worked at the Guadalupe Valley Hospital 
until 2004—serving the patients and health 
care community for 41 years. As Director of 
Nursing, she was promoted to Associate Ad-
ministrator by 1978, the same year she re-
ceived her certificate in Health Care Adminis-
tration from Trinity University in San Antonio. 

By 2000, Matthies was elected to the 
Seguin City Council and re-elected for a four 
year term in 2002. After resigning from her 
council position she was elected as Mayor in 
2004 and is currently on her second term in 
office, which expires in November 2012. I had 
the pleasure of working with the Mayor on var-
ious projects, such as securing over $850,000 
in federal funding on landscape improvements 
throughout Seguin on Interstate Highway 10, 
US 90 and SH 123. The transportation im-
provement project started in 2009 and is near-
ly complete. 

Along with helping the city in her work as 
Mayor, she was active in the community as 
serving on the Seguin Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and 
American Legion Auxiliary. She was also a 

member of the First United Methodist Church 
and Seguin Shakespeare Club. Mayor 
Matthies was married to her late husband C.H. 
Matthies Jr. in 1957 until his passing in 2000. 
C. Henry Matthies III, Elizabeth Kelly and 
Wesley Matthies are their children. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Ms. 
Betty Ann Matthies, retiring Mayor of the City 
of Seguin. Her years of dedication and com-
mitment to our community have truly impacted 
the quality of lives for the people of the city. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on July 23, 2012, I was in California 
attending to family obligations. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall vote No. 499, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 500, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 501, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
CAPTAIN STANTON E. COPE IN 
THE UNITED STATES NAVY 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
have the distinct privilege of rising to honor an 
outstanding Hoosier for his patriotism and mili-
tary service. CAPT Stanton E. Cope served 
with honor in the United States Navy from 
1989–2012, where he served in the Medical 
Service Corps as entomologist for 20 years. 

Captain Stanton Elijah Cope was born Janu-
ary 5, 1954 in Huntington, Indiana. In 1976, he 
graduated from Swarthmore College in Penn-
sylvania with a B.A. degree in Biology and re-
ceived a Master of Science degree in Ento-
mology from the University of Delaware in 
1981. In 1988, he completed his Doctorate in 
Public Health at the University of California, 
Los Angeles, and was commissioned in the 
United States Navy. 

Captain Cope’s first assignment, in 1989, 
was to the Navy Disease Vector Ecology and 
Control Center, Jacksonville, Florida, where he 
served as the Head of the Operations Depart-
ment. In June 1992, he reported to the Naval 
Medical Research Unit No. 3, Cairo, Egypt, 
where he served as Head, Medical Zoology 
Division and Head, Risk Assessment Branch. 
In July 1994, Captain Cope reported to the 
Navy Environmental and Preventive Medicine 
Unit No. 6, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, as Assistant 
Head, Department of Entomology and became 
Head in August 1995. He also served as Spe-
cial Assistant to the Officer in Charge for 
Operational Issues. In August 1997, he re-
ported to the Navy Environmental Health Cen-
ter in Norfolk, Virginia as Entomology Depart-
ment Head. In January 2000, he was selected 
to be Executive Assistant to the Assistant 
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Chief for Operational Medicine and Fleet Sup-
port, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Wash-
ington, DC. Captain Cope served as the Exec-
utive Officer, Naval Institute for Dental and 
Biomedical Research, Great Lakes, Illinois 
from September 2001–August 2004, at which 
time he fleeted up to Commanding Officer. He 
also served as the Surgeon General’s Spe-
cialty Leader for Navy Entomology August 
2002–May 2004. In August 2006, Captain 
Cope reported to the Armed Forces Pest Man-
agement Board as Research Liaison Officer. 
In August 2008 he took over as Director. 

During his tenure as the Director, Captain 
Cope distinguished himself by superior serv-
ice. He organized his workforce into three divi-
sions: Operations, Research and Information 
Services, aligning the AFPMB to increase effi-
ciency and enhance direct warfighter support. 
He was directly responsible for superior im-
provements to installation pest management 
and insect-borne disease prevention programs 
resulting in increased readiness and warfighter 
protection. During this period, he dem-
onstrated the highest levels of leadership, ini-
tiative and dedication to duty. As a result, his 
leadership of DoD pest management received 
international recognition for contributions to 
the global public health community for their 
work on the President’s Malaria Initiative 
(PMI). 

Furthermore, in support of U.S. allies, Cap-
tain Cope reestablished liaison with North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) counter-
parts to foster effective and efficient multi-na-
tional medical entomology, preventive medi-
cine and pest management collaborations dur-
ing contingency operations. Through NATO’s 
Force Health Protection Working Group, he 
secured updates in the U.S. section to Stand-
ardization Agreement 2048, Chemical Meth-
ods of Insect and Rodent Control, which pro-
vided NATO members with information on 
pesticides that the U.S. may use during NATO 
operations. 

Captain Cope’s passion stayed with him 
after he left the service, as he maintains mem-
bership in the American Society of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, the American Mosquito 
Control Association and the Society for Vector 
Ecology. He is currently serving as the Direc-
tor of the AMCA, Mid-Atlantic Region and 
serves on the board of Armed Forces Pest 
Management in Silver Spring, MD. In addition, 
he has presented at meetings, authored or co- 
authored over 70 scientific publications and 
holds an Adjunct Assistant Professorship at 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. 

Captain Cope is married to infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist Amyanne N. Keswani of 
St. Peter, Minnesota. They have a daughter, 
Kemmer Keswani and a son, Stanton Elijah. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me now to 
thank Captain Stanton E. Cope for his service 
and sacrifices for our country. 

f 

13TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL 
FIRE AND RESCUE AND EMS 
AWARDS (CFREA) 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-

sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 13th Congres-
sional District. 

As first responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘the call.’ 

This year, I established the 13th District 
Congressional Fire and Rescue and EMS 
Awards to honor officers, departments, and 
units for outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 13th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected by an 
independent committee comprised of a cross 
section of current and retired fire and rescue 
personnel living in the district. 

Lieutenant Timothy Geer of the Bradenton 
Fire Department received the Career Service 
Award. 

The Englewood Area Fire Control District re-
ceived the Community Safety Awareness 
Campaign Award. 

Captain Tom Sousa of the West Manatee 
Fire Rescue District received the Career Serv-
ice Award. 

Training Officer Timothy Hyden of the East 
Manatee Fire Rescue District received the Ca-
reer Service Award. 

Firefighter Deborah Schuster of the Sara-
sota County Fire Department posthumously 
received the Dedication and Professionalism 
Award. 

I offer my sincerest appreciation for the 
service and dedication of these exceptional in-
dividuals. I thank the fire departments that 
made such worthy nominations and the panel 
that reviewed them. 

These awards truly are a necessary re-
minder of the men and women who risk their 
safety on a daily basis, bound to their duty to 
ensure our own. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, July 23 and Tuesday, July 24, 2012, 
I was unable to be present for recorded votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 499 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 2362, as 
amended); 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 500 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass S. 2039); 

‘‘Aye’’ on vote No. 501 (on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 3477); 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 502 (on ordering the pre-
vious question on H. Res. 738); and 

‘‘No’’ on vote No. 503 (on agreeing to the 
resolution H. Res. 738). 

HONORING UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CAPTAINS MARK SILVERS 
AND SEAN GOBIN 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor U.S. Marine Captains Mark Silvers and 
Sean Gobin for their tremendous efforts on 
behalf of our nation’s wounded warriors. 

Everyday our men and women in uniform 
place themselves at great personal risk in 
order to defend our nation’s freedom and se-
curity. Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin are 
two such heroes who decided to continue 
serving their fellow soldiers after their tours 
had ended. Moved by the number of service 
members returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan with debilitating injuries, the two 
men pledged their efforts to improve the lives 
of our nation’s wounded warriors. 

On March 15, 2012, Captain Silvers and 
Captain Gobin commenced a 2,180 mile hike 
of the Appalachian Trail to raise funds and 
awareness of the debilitating injuries our sol-
diers have suffered while in service to our 
country. Their journey will come to an end 
next week at the summit of Mount Katahdin in 
Baxter State Park. As they travelled through 
14 states, Captain Silvers and Gobin have 
hosted a number of fundraisers at separate 
VFW posts on behalf of Operation Military Em-
brace; a nonprofit that advocates on behalf of 
wounded servicemembers. All of the proceeds 
from these events will be used to purchase 
adaptive vehicles for veterans who have sus-
tained multiple amputations in the course of 
their service in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

These men have set a remarkable example 
for what it means to serve our country. Oper-
ation Military Embrace and Warrior Hike re-
mind us all of our enduring responsibility to 
honor and care for those who have sacrificed 
so much in defense of our freedom. As the 
Ranking Member on the Health Subcommittee 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
I am pleased to join the chorus of congratula-
tions celebrating the completion of these 
men’s impressive journey. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Captain Silvers and Captain Gobin on achiev-
ing so much on behalf of our wounded vet-
erans. 

f 

INTRODUCTION SAFETY AND 
FRAUD ENFORCEMENT FOR SEA-
FOOD ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, in my home 
state of Massachusetts, commercial fishermen 
take pride in the product they bring to the 
dock. Whether they harvest cod, lobster, or 
scallops, these hardworking Americans pro-
vide consumers with superior quality seafood. 
Unfortunately, getting a fair price for this sea-
food has become a challenge. Competition 
from low quality imported fish and shellfish 
drives down prices, especially when these im-
ports are passed off on consumers as higher 
value species. 
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Unfortunately, this occurs far too frequently. 

Last fall, an investigation by the Boston Globe 
found that 48 percent of the seafood it sam-
pled from grocery stores and restaurants in 
the Boston area was not the species that was 
advertised. Subsequent investigations in Los 
Angeles and Miami this year produced similar 
results. These shocking revelations of seafood 
fraud have exposed a severe shortcoming in 
the ability of our nation to ensure the integrity 
of seafood products offered for sale, especially 
the 85 percent of those products that come 
from abroad. 

In addition to problems with seafood fraud 
uncovered by these recent reports, the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) re-
ported last year that we are doing a terrible 
job ensuring that seafood imported into this 
country is safe for people to consume. GAO 
found that the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), which is responsible for ensuring 
seafood safety, inspects only 2 percent of sea-
food shipments, and that failure to coordinate 
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) Seafood Inspection 
Service has led to hundreds of redundant in-
spections. This unnecessary duplication of ef-
fort is unacceptable, especially as difficult fis-
cal circumstances have squeezed the budgets 
of both agencies. 

The Safety And Fraud Enforcement for Sea-
food Act, or SAFE Seafood Act—which I am 
introducing today along with Mr. FRANK and 
Mr. KEATING of Massachusetts, Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina, and Mr. COURTNEY of Con-
necticut—addresses the seafood safety prob-
lem by ensuring that FDA and NOAA work to-
gether to maximize the frequency and effec-
tiveness of seafood inspections, and to pre-
vent unsafe seafood from entering the United 
States. In addition, it combats seafood fraud 
by requiring that information such as harvest 
location, production method, and species 
name of the seafood stays with that product 
from sea to sale. The SAFE Seafood Act ac-
complishes these goals by holding violators 
accountable with fines and import restrictions 
if they don’t play by the rules. 

American consumers have an expectation 
that the seafood they buy for their families is, 
in fact, the seafood that is advertised, and that 
it is safe for them to eat. Similarly, American 
fishermen, who comply with the most rigorous 
conservation and quality control standards 
anywhere in the world, should know they are 
competing on a level playing field, and not 
being undercut by an inferior foreign product. 
Fraudulent and unsafe seafood takes money 
from consumers and puts their health at risk. 
The SAFE Seafood Act is an important step 
toward reducing seafood fraud and increasing 
seafood safety. We owe it to American fami-
lies and fishermen to address these problems 
immediately. 

f 

PUBLIC BROADCASTING FUNDING 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I un-
derstand that these are tough budget times 
and we have to make a lot of cuts if we’re 
going to balance the budget. However, I also 
believe that we have to make every possible 

effort to retain adequate levels of funding for 
public broadcasting. 

This March, I signed letters to two Appro-
priations Subcommittees in an attempt to pro-
tect funding for public broadcasting. For dec-
ades, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB) has aired educational programs and 
helped our children to learn to read, to under-
stand basic math, and to engage in the study 
of science. It would be a shame to deny the 
next generation beneficial programs like Read-
ing Rainbow, Sesame Street, and Bill Nye the 
Science Guy because of budget problems. 

Public broadcasting is more than education 
though. Even as newspapers are sputtering, 
trying to compete with the internet, 38 million 
people still listen to National Public Radio 
(NPR) every week. In Alaska, many commu-
nities rely on public broadcasting. The majority 
of our state can be described as remote and 
many Alaskans get their news exclusively from 
a single radio or television station. Fourteen 
stations, nearly half of those in Alaska, are 
critically dependent on federal funding and 
would likely close their doors if they lost that 
money. This would effectively strand numer-
ous Alaskan communities, leaving them cut off 
from any form of news or even emergency 
communications. 

I support the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, National Public Radio, and the Public 
Telecommunications Facilities Program. Fund-
ing these programs is not just good for the 
country, it is vital. 

f 

THE TRUE COST OF COAL ACT OF 
2012 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the True Cost of Coal Act of 2012 
that protects the American taxpayer from bear-
ing the costs of transporting coal for private 
companies to sell. If you were to listen to the 
coal companies, you would hear them decry 
the decline in domestic coal consumption. And 
while it is true that our domestic appetite for 
coal is waning, much of the rest of the world 
is still hungry for it. 

U.S. coal producers and suppliers are con-
sidering the construction of up to 9 coal export 
terminals in Washington and Oregon. These 
terminals will have a combined annual export 
capacity of 170 million tons of coal. To put this 
in perspective, the U.S. exported just 26 mil-
lion tons of coal in 2011. This sharp increase 
in coal exports will be transported primarily 
through Oregon and my home State of Wash-
ington. Without question, this staggering in-
crease will have serious implications on the 
Northwest’s environment, safety, commerce, 
and public health. 

But what does it take to ship 170 million 
tons of coal through the Pacific Northwest an-
nually? We’re talking about a 1.5 mile long 
train packed with coal travelling thousands of 
times a year next to pristine waterfronts and 
through cities along the Puget Sound—each 
train spewing up to 500 pounds of toxic coal 
dust into the environment while increasing traf-
fic on already congested rail tracks. These 
trains will run straight through the heart of my 
district, the city of Seattle, wreaking havoc on 

people’s health, the environment, commerce 
and shipping, and traffic. All of these costs will 
be endured for the sake of transporting coal 
that we get no benefit from. 

And who will pay for this added cost? With-
out legislation like this, the taxpayers will pay 
the costs of mitigating the negative impacts of 
coal. As traffic increases, and public health 
risks are exacerbated, coal companies will 
continue to reap the profits of cheap coal, 
mined from public lands, and remain largely 
free from responsibility for any of the negative 
impacts. This means that States and local 
governments will need to raise taxes to pay 
for the additional crossings, the environmental 
cleanup, and increased health costs. It is time 
we opened our eyes to the true cost of coal. 

This legislation would impose a 10 dollar 
per ton excise tax on all extracted coal. This 
money will go to mitigating the negative im-
pacts of coal transportation, and ensure the 
true cost of coal is paid for by the responsible 
parties, and not the taxpayers. The money is 
allocated to the affected States, who are in the 
best position to determine how best to use 
their funds. 

Make no mistake, these coal exports are not 
about jobs, they are about profits. The U.S. 
Energy Information Agency (EIA) estimates 
that it costs about $20 per ton to ship coal 
mined from the Powder River Basin to the Pa-
cific Northwest. The EIA also has data that 
shows the average price per ton of coal ex-
ports is $148 per ton. I cannot emphasize 
enough that none of the profits will go to help-
ing the affected communities. 

It’s time we shine a light on the true cost of 
coal and protect the American taxpayer from 
the negative impacts of transporting coal 
through our States. I have dedicated my ca-
reer to keeping Washington and the Northwest 
a place where the environment, public health 
and efficient transportation do not get trumped 
by narrow interests. In 1980, I led the suc-
cessful ‘‘Don’t Waste Washington’’ initiative, to 
keep Washington from becoming the country’s 
nuclear waste dumping ground, and 30 years 
later I remain just as committed to keeping it 
that way. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF WILLIAM A. 
SILVERMAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of publicist, William A. Silver-
man. 

Born in Toledo, Ohio, Bill was the son of an 
editor at the Cleveland News. Upon grad-
uating from Centre College of Kentucky and 
the University of Madrid, he wrote for the 
Army’s Stars and Stripes publication during 
the Korean War. He also spent five years cov-
ering the police beat, and worked for several 
different public relations firms before opening 
his own firm, Silverman and Co. 

In the 1960s, Bill worked on the mayoral 
campaigns of Ralph Perk and Seth Taft; his 
work on Taft’s campaign earned him a public 
relations position with Mayor Stokes and a 
grant from the nonprofit Greater Cleveland As-
sociated Foundation. Soon after beginning 
work with Stokes, Silverman opened the Sil-
verman and Co. public relations firm in down-
town Cleveland, OH. Together with Stokes, he 
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helped pass a clean water bond issue, and 
created Cleveland: NOW! 

Throughout the years, Silverman and Co. 
grew and opened branches in Toledo, Colum-
bus, and Charleston, West Virginia. By 1996, 
the PR firm was the third largest in the region 
and ranked 40th in the country. Throughout 
Silverman’s career, some of his clients in-
cluded Blue Cross; Don King; BBC Industries; 
Mayor George Voinovich; and Democratic 
Council President George Forbes. After more 
than 30 years in business, Bill retired and the 
firm closed in 1997 and 1998 respectively. 

I offer my condolences to his wife, Sandy; 
children, Alexander, Beth Ann, Frances, Wil-
liam, Jeffrey, and Jenny; and sixteen grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life and accomplishments of 
Mr. William A. Silverman. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ARETHA 
THURMOND PARTICIPATING IN 
THE 2012 OLYMPICS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Aretha Thurmond. Aretha will participate 
in the 2012 Olympics in London. 

Thurmond, of Opelika, Alabama, qualified 
for her fourth Olympic team, becoming 16th 
U.S. woman to do so. Aretha is known as one 
of the most consistent American throwers over 
the past decade. 

In 2007, she returned to compete only 18 
days after giving birth to her son, Devon 
Theoppolis. Thurmond will be participating in 
the 2012 London Olympics discus throw. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my congratulations to 
Aretha and best wishes in the Olympics. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL REPLACEMENT 
OF PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EN-
ERGY-RESTRICTING AND JOB- 
LIMITING OFFSHORE DRILLING 
PLAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6082) to officially 
replace, within the 60-day Congressional re-
view period under the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, President Obama’s Pro-
posed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil & 
Gas Leasing Program (2012–2017) with a con-
gressional plan that will conduct additional 
oil and natural gas lease sales to promote 
offshore energy development, job creation, 
and increased domestic energy production to 
ensure a more secure energy future in the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today to express my continued support for the 
restrictions placed on oil and gas leasing in 
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico under the Gulf of 
Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006. I am 

pleased that H.R. 6082 continues this morato-
rium and recognizes an area not only critical 
to the protection of Florida’s beautiful beaches 
and unique environment but to the training of 
our nation’s sailors, Marines and pilots who 
conduct training exercises there on a regular 
basis. 

As you know, I have been working on the 
issue of drilling in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico 
since 1983, when the oil industry proposed 
drilling off the Gulf Coast of Florida. That year, 
I offered an amendment to a 1983 supple-
mental appropriations bill to create the first 
buffer zone to protect Florida’s Gulf Coast 
from offshore oil drilling. Congress did not im-
plement this buffer zone only to protect the 
economic or environmental interests of the 
State of Florida; rather we also recognized the 
potential conflict that exists between drilling 
and naval and aviation military activities. 

The importance of this area to our military 
training was affirmed in 2000, when the De-
partment of Defense requested that no above- 
surface structures be built in the Eastern Gulf 
of Mexico, officially establishing the Military 
Mission Line within which no drilling can 
occur. This decision proved timely when the 
Air Force and Army were forced to end train-
ing exercises in Vieques, Puerto Rico and had 
to find a new site to undertake these special-
ized training activities. The Eastern Gulf of 
Mexico was the only site available where this 
training could continue because this naval and 
aviation training is incompatible with drilling 
platforms and drilling ships. 

Since the first amendment in 1983, I nego-
tiated with my colleagues to include this mora-
torium in appropriations bills year after year, 
until a bipartisan compromise was reached in 
2006 that balanced increased domestic energy 
production with the critical military activities 
conducted in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico. This 
carefully crafted agreement opened 8.3 million 
acres south of the Florida Panhandle to drill-
ing, an area previously under a ban, while bar-
ring new oil and gas leases off Florida’s coast-
line until June 30, 2022, and codifying the ban 
on drilling within the Military Mission Line. 

Prior to the enactment of the current mora-
torium, then Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld stated that ‘‘in those areas east of 
the Military Mission Line, drilling structures 
and associated development would be incom-
patible with military activities, such as missile 
flights, low-flying drone aircraft, weapons test-
ing and training.’’ By maintaining the drilling 
ban in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, H.R. 6082 
continues to protect an area that holds the 
U.S. military’s largest training and testing area. 

Mr. Chair, I am pleased to support this 
measure that will responsibly increase our do-
mestic oil production while maintaining the im-
portant protections against drilling in the East-
ern Gulf of Mexico, in order to ensure that our 
military readiness and training capabilities are 
not compromised. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PROPOSED 
OFFSHORE DRILLING LEASE 
SALE PLAN 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss today’s vote on the bill to approve 

and implement the Obama administration’s off-
shore drilling plan. Holding this vote today was 
a political stunt by the Republican majority— 
nothing more. No committees have reviewed 
the plan, and it was brought to the floor with-
out any consideration. 

The Obama Administration’s plan would 
supplant the Bush Administration’s plan which 
is currently in place and I voted for the bill 
today, not wanting to play political games with 
our environment. Despite any reservations I 
have with the details of the Obama Adminis-
tration’s plan, the current administration cor-
rectly excluded lease sales in the Atlantic, Pa-
cific or North Aleutian Basin. The Republicans 
offered an alternative plan that would, without 
question, cause significant harm to the envi-
ronment. Voting yes today on this better pack-
age was the right thing to do. 

Protecting our environment is not a game. 
Today I voted to move us forward from the 
terrible environmental policies of the previous 
administration, and I will continue to advocate 
and vote for stronger environmental protec-
tions. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST 
LADY’S VISIT TO BIRMINGHAM, 
AL ON WEDNESDAY JULY 18, 2012 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the visit by First Lady Michelle 
Obama to Camp Noah at the McAlpine Recre-
ation Center in Birmingham, Alabama on 
Wednesday July 18, 2012. 

I wish to express my heartfelt appreciation 
and gratitude to my dear friend and our First 
Lady, Michelle Obama, who traveled a long 
way last week to honor her commitment to re-
turn to Alabama to see our recovery efforts 
from the devastating tornadoes of April 27, 
2011. President Obama and the First Lady 
visited Alabama two days after the storms to 
witness first-hand the destruction. They prom-
ised federal assistance and that we would not 
be forgotten. On July 18, 2012, the First Lady 
held true to her promise to return to Alabama 
to see our recovery and rebuilding progress. 

We will never forget the tremendous losses 
suffered by the April tornadoes which claimed 
the lives of 253 Alabamians. Yet out of that 
devastation, we found hope and showed great 
resilience in working together to rebuild our 
communities. The First Lady’s visit gave us 
the opportunity to show our progress as she 
witnessed the healing spirit of the children af-
fected by the tornadoes. 

During her visit to Birmingham, First Lady 
Michelle Obama surprised a crowd of nearly 
100 kids, grades first through sixth, at 
McAlpine Recreation Center participating in 
Camp Noah. The summer camp is sponsored 
by Ascension Lutheran Church in Huntsville, 
AL and is part of a national project designed 
to help kids heal from their disaster experi-
ence through music, life-skill training and arts 
and crafts. 

The First Lady greeted the children with a 
smile and words of encouragement. She gra-
ciously took the time to hug each and every 
one of the children. The kids’ excitement and 
joy when the First Lady entered the room was 
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exhilarating. Their expressions and comments 
said it all. Kiara Cherry remarked, ‘‘Oh my 
God! The First Lady is at the McAlpine—I am 
so excited!’’ She added that meeting the First 
Lady was on her list of things to do before she 
turned 15 and now she could check it off her 
list. Devonte Harris, 12, of Forestdale, agreed, 
saying, ‘‘I’m just really happy right now.’’ Last-
ly, Rakya Holmes, 8, whose godmother’s 
home was destroyed in the storms, noted 
‘‘She smelled good, and I love her.’’ These re-
actions by the children at Camp Noah ex-
pressed our sheer excitement and gratitude to 
the First Lady. The faces of the children were 
priceless. The First Lady’s visit was a life- 
changing event for the kids and a morale 
boost for our community. 

It takes tremendous coordination, hard work 
and organization to make a visit by the First 
Lady of the United States a reality. The fact 
that our First Lady Michelle Obama would take 
the time to visit with us in a tornado affected 
community in Birmingham is a real testament 
to her dedication and commitment to helping 
us overcome this disaster. 

I want to commend the City of Birmingham, 
the extraordinary staff of McAlpine Recreation 
Center and Camp Noah, as well as UAB’s 
MHRC Healthy Happy Kids program for mak-
ing the First Lady’s visit a huge success. As 
the Representative of the 7th Congressional 
District of Alabama, I was extremely proud of 
all of the efforts made by our community work-
ing together to leave a lasting impression on 
the First Lady. The excitement and joy on the 
children’s faces at Camp Noah made it all 
worthwhile. Thank you First Lady Michelle 
Obama! 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL REPLACEMENT 
OF PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EN-
ERGY-RESTRICTING AND JOB- 
LIMITING OFFSHORE DRILLING 
PLAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6082) to officially 
replace, within the 60-day Congressional re-
view period under the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, President Obama’s Pro-
posed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil & 
Gas Leasing Program (2012–2017) with a con-
gressional plan that will conduct additional 
oil and natural gas lease sales to promote 
offshore energy development, job creation, 
and increased domestic energy production to 
ensure a more secure energy future in the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, I oppose H.R. 
6082, the Congressional Replacement of 
President Obama’s Energy-Restricting and 
Job-Limiting Offshore Drilling Plan. 

This is the current Majority’s 12th giveaway 
for Big Oil in the last 18 months. I’ve consist-
ently opposed these prior 11 measures on the 
House floor. The Senate has failed to pass 
any of the prior bills, and President Obama 
has consistently stated his intention to veto 
those measures. 

The majority claims that this bill is about 
lowering energy prices and creating jobs. 

Let’s be clear—this is a bill against Presi-
dent Obama’s offshore drilling plan. 

Today, more than 75 percent of the offshore 
oil and gas resources are available for drilling 
under that plan. We have 50 percent more 
floating drilling rigs operating in the Gulf of 
Mexico than we did prior to the BP spill and 
have more total rigs operating in the United 
States than does the rest of the world com-
bined. Domestic oil production is at an 18 year 
high and oil and gas companies continue to 
enjoy substantial profits—all on top of tax 
breaks totaling over $4 billion per year. In ad-
dition, this year the U.S. became a net ex-
porter of oil for the first time since 1949. 

My home state of Hawaii relies on imported 
oil from both foreign and U.S. sources for 90 
percent of our primary energy. We use oil to 
generate our electricity and to fuel our vehi-
cles. We also pay three times the average 
price that the mainland pays for that electricity 
and our gas prices are constantly the highest 
in the nation—despite all of the drilling that is 
currently happening. 

That’s why this attack on President 
Obama’s comprehensive approach to en-
ergy—producing more oil and boosting clean 
energy—is especially troubling. 

It’s also troubling that the majority seem to 
be consciously ignoring key safety rec-
ommendations and preventing proper environ-
mental reviews. 

We all remember April 20, 2010. That is the 
date that the Deepwater Horizon oil rig ex-
ploded. This accident killed 11 crew members 
and injured numerous others. Over 4 million 
barrels of oil gushed into the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the spill could not be contained for almost 
3 months. 

In response President Obama created the 
bipartisan National Commission on the BP 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drill-
ing. The commission concluded that if more 
effective oversight of safety and environmental 
protection had been conducted—by both the 
government and the industry itself—the dis-
aster could have been avoided. The commis-
sion then made a series of recommendations 
to prevent another spill from occurring. 

Representative MARKEY introduced these 
recommendations as legislation in January of 
2011. I’m proud to be a cosponsor of this bill, 
H.R. 501. However, I’m disappointed that 
there has not even been a committee hearing 
on this important legislation. 

That’s not all. On July 24, 2012, the U.S. 
Chemical Safety Board released a report 
which found that at the time of the 2010 Deep-
water Horizon blowout, BP and other compa-
nies involved in that accident had failed to im-
plement safety recommendations made by the 
Board in 2007. 

The 2007 recommendations stemmed from 
the investigation of a March 2005 explosion at 
BP’s Texas City Refinery. 

These are real disasters with real con-
sequences for workers and communities. 

At the same time, the facts and record are 
clear: These disasters are preventable and 
Congress can and should do something to ad-
dress them. 

The bill also undermines a series of laws in-
tended to ensure that we are good stewards 
of our natural resources—including the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, Endangered 
Species Act, National Historic Preservation 
Act, and Clean Water Act. Ensuring compli-
ance with these laws protects public health, 

communities, and the environment. These en-
vironmental reviews are also necessary to 
avoid costly and time-consuming litigation for 
all parties. 

More than that, this is a matter of ensuring 
that the resources we have can be utilized re-
sponsibly to support jobs and economic 
growth in industries other than drilling, like 
tourism for example. 

The bill also opens huge areas on the East 
Coast, stretching from Maine to South Caro-
lina, off of Southern California, in the Alaska 
Arctic and in the area around the important 
fishery of Bristol Bay off Alaska. Opening 
these areas ignores concerns raised by nearly 
every stakeholder other than oil and gas com-
panies. 

These include significant issues raised by 
states and local communities, concerns about 
important fishing areas, and even concerns 
raised by our military will go unheeded if this 
bill were to become law. 

Finally, H.R. 6082 would require that the 
Department of Interior conduct a single multi- 
sale Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Bristol Bay. Combined 
EIS documents are usually done for lease 
sales in areas where the conditions are well 
known and similar. However, these are three 
wildly different environments that merit their 
own considerations. 

Just to be clear, those who stand to lose 
under this bill include: states, localities, fisher-
man, the military, average citizens and small 
businesses that currently rely on these areas 
for recreation, tourism, and other purposes. 

The winners under this bill: the oil and gas 
drilling industry. 

Hawaii is a case study for why we must end 
our reliance on fossil fuels and work harder to 
support the development of a broad range of 
clean, renewable, locally-produced fuels. Drill-
ing more won’t decrease the global competi-
tion for oil, and it won’t do anything to reduce 
energy prices in the long-term. High energy 
prices act as a tax on all of us and an anchor 
on our economy, so if we are truly going to 
have the most competitive economy in the 
21st century we need to develop affordable al-
ternatives. Developing these alternatives will 
give the U.S. the upper hand both in terms of 
costs to our economy, and in developing new 
industries that can create jobs for the next 
century. 

Instead, the bill before us keeps us on the 
same path of dependence we’ve been on. 
This bill is a failure for our economy in the 
long term, fails to address the safety reforms 
for offshore drilling that numerous experts 
have advocated for, and seeks to give oil 
companies another windfall without ensuring 
that they are paying their fair share to drill on 
public lands. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this terribly 
shortsighted and ill-advised legislation. 

f 

SUPPORTING A MOMENT OF SI-
LENCE DURING THE 2012 OLYM-
PIC OPENING DAY TO COMMEMO-
RATE THOSE KILLED IN THE MU-
NICH MASSACRE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of Amb. Ido Aharoni, Consul General of Israel 
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in New York, who will meet with New York 
City’s Jewish and other community leaders 
and elected officials on Friday morning to 
honor the 11 Israeli Olympians who were 
killed by a terrorist group during the 1972 Mu-
nich games. 

As the new Olympians march in the opening 
ceremonies of the 2012 games, these commu-
nity groups and elected leaders will gather to-
gether for their own minute of silence, hearing 
the firsthand account of 1972 Israeli Olympian 
Avi Melamed. The Munich Massacre, as it has 
come to be known, occurred during the 1972 
Summer Olympics in Munich, Bavaria in 
southern West Germany, when members of 
the Israeli Olympic team were taken hostage 
and eventually killed by the Palestinian ter-
rorist group Black September. Eleven Israeli 
athletes and coaches and a West German po-
lice officer were killed. 

On this 40th anniversary of the horrendous 
act of terror, we are not only reminded of the 
importance of our special relationship with 
Israel but also of the existence of evil in this 
world. 

Recently, we witnessed another terrorist at-
tack on an Israeli tour bus in Bulgaria that left 
at least 7 dead and more than 20 wounded. 
These kinds of attacks against innocent peo-
ple are horrifying and reprehensible. Such vio-
lence targeting people for their ethnicity, na-
tionality or religion has absolutely no place in 
our world. 

Whenever and wherever we witness the tak-
ing of innocent lives for whatever reason, the 
voices of the concerned people must be 
heard. While terrorist attacks on the people of 
Israel were once viewed as a regional prob-
lem, today we know that the entire world is no 
longer safe from the warped minds of those 
who have no regard for the lives of children 
and people who do no harm. We must fight 
against those who choose to recklessly use 
the fear of terrorism against innocent victims 
to achieve their own evil political objectives. 
We must remain vigilant and outspoken. 

So I join the New York community this Fri-
day as we come together to condemn such 
acts of terrorism and to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the massacre in Munich. 
Whether or not the International Olympic Com-
mittee agrees to pay tribute to the fallen, we 
will observe a moment of silence to pray for 
the victims and their loved ones. 

f 

38TH YEAR COMMEMORATION OF 
INVASION AND OCCUPATION OF 
CYPRUS 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the 38th year of Turkey’s invasion, oc-
cupation and colonization of the Republic of 
Cyprus. 

On July 1, Cyprus assumed the six-month 
presidency of the European Union. Turkey, an 
EU candidate country, refuses to recognize 
the Cypriot presidency and has acted to 
‘‘freeze’’ its communications with the EU. 
While Turkey refuses to recognize Cyprus, the 
international community has repeatedly called 
upon Turkey to withdraw from its occupation 
of the island republic. 

In 1974, Turkey invaded the island citing its 
purported authority to intervene under the 
Treaty of Guarantee, a treaty meant to guar-
antee the independence, sovereignty, constitu-
tion and territorial integrity of Cyprus. Turkey 
asserts that the Constitution of Cyprus is ‘‘null 
and void,’’ yet it justifies its invasion and dec-
ades’ long occupation of Cyprus upon the 
Treaty of Guarantee, a treaty which obligates 
Turkey as a guarantor power to uphold the 
Cypriot Constitution and preserve the coun-
try’s independence and territorial integrity. 

During Turkey’s 38 year occupation of the 
northern third of Cyprus, it has engaged in the 
systematic destruction of the island’s Hellenic, 
Christian and Turkish Cypriot heritage. Turkey 
is extinguishing the voice of the Turkish Cyp-
riots, the community that co-existed with 
Greek-Cypriots for nearly 500 years until Tur-
key invaded and forcibly divided the two com-
munities. Turkey’s treatment of the indigenous 
peoples of Cyprus betrays a broader impulse 
which is manifest in discrimination against 
Christian and other minorities in territories 
under its control. Turkey’s conduct is so egre-
gious that this year the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom designated it 
as ‘‘a country of particular concern.’’ 

Turkey, a nation of nearly 80 million people, 
has with each passing day altered the cultural 
heritage and demographics of Cyprus, a coun-
try of 1 million people. In 1974, Greek Cypriots 
numbered 506,000 and Turkish Cypriots num-
bered 118,000. Since then, Turkey has en-
gaged in a radical alteration of the island’s de-
mographics. Turkey has resettled nearly 
200,000 mainland Turks and garrisoned 
45,000 Turkish soldiers in the occupied areas. 
Turkey’s forced colonization of the occupied 
areas is eradicating the native Turkish Cypriot 
community and supplanting it with a Turkish 
community whose culture and national con-
sciousness is foreign to the indigenous and 
unique Greco-Turkish culture of Cyprus. 

The presence of Turkish troops is justified 
by the pretext that Turkey is protecting Turkish 
Cypriots. Yet 58,000 Turkish Cypriots volun-
tarily carry Republic of Cyprus passports, 
Turkish Cypriots utilize health care facilities 
and other services in the Republic of Cyprus, 
and more than 18 million crossings over the 
green line have occurred without incident. The 
reality is that each Jay Turkish Cypriots are 
forced by the presence of 45,000 Turkish 
troops to idly watch as their culture and iden-
tity is overtaken by mainland Turkish colonial-
ists. 

Recent discoveries of natural gas off the 
coasts of Cyprus and Israel have seen these 
two democracies engage in a cooperative and 
productive manner for the development of the 
only Western, democratically controlled energy 
source in the region. Where Israel and Cyprus 
have conducted themselves as peaceful de-
mocracies, Turkey is using its presence in oc-
cupied Cyprus to challenge Israeli interests in 
the region. It was not so long ago that Turkey 
held itself out as an ally of Israel. 

Cyprus is the canvas that reveals the true 
face of Turkey—occupier, colonizer and foe of 
Western democratic values. It is time for this 
Chamber and the United States to stand with 
the people of Cyprus and demand that Turkey 
withdraw its troops and ‘‘cease and desist’’ 
from its unlawful colonization of this small and 
peaceful country. 

CONGRESSIONAL REPLACEMENT 
OF PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EN-
ERGY-RESTRICTING AND JOB- 
LIMITING OFFSHORE DRILLING 
PLAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6082) to officially 
replace, within the 60-day Congressional re-
view period under the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, President Obama’s Pro-
posed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil & 
Gas Leasing Program (2012–2017) with a con-
gressional plan that will conduct additional 
oil and natural gas lease sales to promote 
offshore energy development, job creation, 
and increased domestic energy production to 
ensure a more secure energy future in the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, while the Amer-
ican people are asking Congress to help cre-
ate jobs and stabilize the economy, the House 
Majority would rather spend valuable time on 
handouts to big oil and gas. For the 11th time 
this Congress, Members are being asked to 
support giveaways to big producers and pol-
luters. It is ironic that this bill is being debated 
at the same time the U.S. Chemical Safety 
Board released its report that the Deepwater 
Horizon disaster was caused by a lack of ad-
herence to safety guidelines. Instead of 
thoughtful efforts to ensure health and safety 
of workers and the public, as well as the pro-
tection of the environment, H.R. 6082 ignores 
any lessons from that tragedy while opening 
huge portions of our coasts to drilling. In addi-
tion, as someone who has fought to make 
sure the American taxpayer is properly com-
pensated for energy resources extracted from 
federally leased lands, I am disturbed that this 
bill would not ensure oil companies pay their 
fair share for drilling on public lands. This bill 
does nothing to help our country build a strong 
energy future or get Americans back to work. 
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LEADERSHIP ALLI-
ANCE ON ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO. 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, today I com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the Leader-
ship Alliance. The Leadership Alliance, estab-
lished in 1992, is a national academic consor-
tium of leading research universities and mi-
nority serving institutions with the mission to 
develop underrepresented students into out-
standing leaders and role models in academia, 
business, and the public sector. 

Through an organized program of research, 
networking and mentorship at various critical 
transitions alont the entire academic training 
pathway, the Leadership Alliance prepares 
young scientists and scholars from underrep-
resented and underserved populations for 
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graduate training and professional apprentice-
ships. Leadership Alliance faculty mentors pro-
vide high quality, cutting-edge research experi-
ences in all academic disciplines at the na-
tion’s most competitive graduate training insti-
tutions and share insights into the nature of 
academic careers. 

Chaminade University, located in Honolulu, 
Oahu, has been a member institution of the 
Leadership Alliance since 2007. In the past 
five years, 16 students have participated in the 
Summer Research Early Identification Pro-
gram—performing research at Brown, Har-
vard, Tufts, Yale, and other universities. 

Nearly 70 percent of Leadership Alliance 
early identification students enroll into a grad-
uate level program and, of that 70 percent, 25 
percent enroll into PhD programs. Chaminade 
students have had transformative summer re-
search experiences, encouraging their pursuit 
of graduate degrees, particularly in the fields 
of science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM). 

One Chaminade student, Natasha Flores, 
was able to do research at Yale University. 
Since graduating, she has conducted cancer 
research at the National Cancer Institute and 
has just completed her second year in a Can-
cer Biology Ph.D. Program at Stanford Univer-
sity. Joseph Tillotson, a 2011 Chaminade 
graduate, completed two summers of research 
through the Leadership Alliance and will be 
beginning Ph.D. studies in Pharmacology and 
Toxicology at the University of Arizona this 
fall. 

Leadership Alliance Doctoral Scholars are 
diversifying the academy at research-intensive 
institutions and are engaging in career posi-
tions in government and industry. 

Congratulations to the Leadership Alliance 
on two decades of committed service to sup-
porting a diverse and competitive research 
and scholarly workforce in the United States. 

f 

HONORING MRS. GLORIA 
LANGSTON OF ROCHESTER, NEW 
YORK 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor a constituent in my district who, along 
with her late husband and family, has made a 
positive impact in the Rochester, New York 
area. I am profoundly appreciative of this mon-
umental opportunity to pay homage to Mrs. 
Gloria Langston. 

In July 1960, Mrs. Langston, along with her 
now-deceased husband, Andrew, relocated 
from the State of Georgia to Rochester, New 
York. From the time Gloria and Andrew 
Langston arrived in Rochester until today, the 
Langston family has made positive and sub-
stantial contributions to the Rochester area. 

Among their many extraordinary contribu-
tions, perhaps one of their most trans-
formational is the establishment of the Monroe 
County Broadcasting Company and the subse-
quent birth of WDKX–FM radio station. WDKX 
is named in honor of Frederick Douglass, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X, and the 
Monroe County Broadcasting Company was 
the first ever African American corporation to 
apply for a frequency with the Federal Com-
munications Commission. 

WDKX–FM began its service to the Roch-
ester community on April 6, 1974, and today— 
38 years later—the station continues its serv-
ice to our community, 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week. It is the only independ-
ently owned and operated commercial radio 
station in Rochester, New York. 

Gloria Langston has an unwavering commit-
ment to uplifting and enhancing the Rochester 
community, and she exudes a deep sense of 
community awareness and pride. These admi-
rable characteristics are reflected in the man-
agement and staff of WDKX–FM radio. The 
station is far more than a source of entertain-
ment. It is an invaluable community partner; 
one that promotes philanthropy for good 
causes, provides information to enhance 
health and wellness and provides platforms 
and opportunities for Rochester area residents 
to learn about important community activities 
and initiatives that improve our quality of life. 

Because of the countless contributions Mrs. 
Gloria Langston has brought to Rochester, it is 
my great pleasure to salute her today. It can 
be truthfully said that Rochester, New York is 
a better place because Gloria Langston has 
walked among us. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF IBEW 
LOCAL 110 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the 100th anniversary of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW) Local Union 110 in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota, and the hundreds of working families 
the union represents. 

IBEW Local 110 has earned an honored 
place in the Minnesota labor tradition. From 
the earliest days of the union, even before its 
formal charter on July 29, 1912, Minnesota 
electrical workers began banding together to 
form an organization that would help protect 
workers and their families. These efforts pro-
vided a voice for workers and began the roots 
of a new local union. 

Membership in the new Local 110 proved 
valuable for workers and their families. The 
union set a standard for all workers in our 
state and provided much needed resources for 
safety, skills training, fair wages and retire-
ment security. This support became even 
stronger through Local 110’s decision to affil-
iate with the allied unions of the Saint Paul 
Building Trades Council. 

Times were at once exciting and challenging 
for early Minnesota electrical workers. From 
1910 to 1913, sixty of their fellow brothers 
died due to illness and accidents caused by 
frequently dangerous work environments. In 
order to combat the alarmingly high number of 
deaths within the industry, Local 110 began its 
first apprenticeship program to educate its 
members, and made sure that they were prop-
erly protected in the field. During June of 
1913, the first test for those members that 
worked with electricity was held, and all mem-
bers were required to take the examination. 
Through the efforts of the local union, every 
member passed the test. 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers Local 110 has always made sure their 

members were given the highest standard of 
care and consideration. Today, this band of 
brothers now includes sisters too. Local 110 
has grown to represent 2100 members in 13 
counties of Minnesota. The union remains fo-
cused on creating positive relationships be-
tween workers and their employees as well as 
elevating the standards within the industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to submit this ex-
tension of remarks to honor the members and 
families of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local Union 110 on the oc-
casion of the 100th anniversary of this proud 
union. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mr. PETERS. On Monday, July 23, 2012 I 
unfortunately missed two votes due to a delay 
in my flight to Washington, DC. Had I been 
present I would have opposed both bills. 

H.R. 2362, the Indian Tribal Trade and In-
vestment Demonstration Project Act of 2011 
benefits one particular country, and is redun-
dant to H.R. 205 the HEARTH Act which has 
passed both the House and Senate and is 
waiting to be signed by the President. S. 2039 
would undermine an important policy in place 
to protect federal taxpayer dollars and prevent 
wasteful spending. While I was not able to 
cast my vote against these bills, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I was happy 
to see that both were defeated. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GIVE 
WORKPLACE GENDER VIOLENCE 
VICTIMS THEIR DAY IN COURT 
ACT OF 2012 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2012 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, when at 
work, most employees feel safe from violent 
behavior; however, violence in the workplace 
is not uncommon. The Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics estimates that in 2008, 12,633 rapes 
and sexual assaults occurred while U.S. em-
ployees were working or on duty. When sex-
ual violence happens at the workplace, 
women are often traumatized again when 
learning that the remedy is workers com-
pensation. This downgrades the crime to an 
‘on-the-job occurrence’ and prevents victims 
from suing employers when the crime oc-
curred due to lack of safeguards and protec-
tions by employers. 

Workers compensation systems were de-
signed to create accident-free workplaces and 
allow employees hurt on the job to receive 
payment for medical expenses and lost 
wages. Using workers compensation as a way 
for employers to avoid lawsuits stemming from 
their own negligence is offensive to victims of 
this terrible crime. When sexual violence oc-
curs on the job, employers should not be al-
lowed to hide behind a system intended to 
compensate for job-related accidents. This is 
why I am reintroducing the Give Workplace 
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Gender Violence Victims Their Day in Court 
Act, which will prevent employers from invok-
ing workers compensation when employer 
negligence results in the sexual assault and 
rape of an employee. This bill will help em-
power victims of workplace sexual assault to 
have their day in court instead of being sub-
ject to the exclusive remedy of workers com-
pensation. 

Rape is not an accident and should never 
be regarded as an everyday, regular occur-
rence on the job. This legislation will enable 
victims and encourage employers to create a 
work environment free of sexual violence and 
send the message, loud and clear, that rape 
is not all in a day’s work. 

f 

FEDERAL RESERVE 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
transparency in the activities of government is 
extremely important and that we should en-
deavor to let in more sunlight, not less. There-
fore, I am proud to support H.R. 459, the Fed-
eral Reserve Transparency Act. 

The financial crisis of 2007–2008 cost near-
ly $6.5 trillion in household wealth. That’s 
home equity and savings for retirement and 
college that millions of people will likely never 
get back. Between December 2007 and early 
2010 8.7 million jobs were lost—Including a 
record-breaking 779,000 in January of 2009 
alone. 

I raise these frightening numbers to illustrate 
a point—the impact of the financial crisis was 
disastrous, widespread, and occurred very 
quickly. 

As a result, unprecedented steps were 
taken to halt the disastrous decline in our 
economy. These included the Federal Reserve 
(the Fed) stretching its emergency lending au-
thority farther than it ever had to before. This, 
along with the legislative actions of Congress 
and the efforts of the Bush and Obama Ad-
ministrations, helped to prevent the ‘‘Great Re-
cession’’ from instead becoming ‘‘The Great 
Depression Redux.’’ 

The Obama Administration and Congress 
have worked to rebuild our economy. Over 4.4 
million jobs have been created over the past 
28 consecutive months. The American auto-
mobile industry has been saved and is pros-
pering. Communities across the nation bene-
fitted from investments in transportation, en-
ergy, and other vital areas from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The Fed has 
also contributed to this effort by keeping inter-
est rates low and other measures. 

But progress has not been fast enough. We 
are all frustrated by the current state of affairs. 
We are also rightly frustrated at the conduct of 
banks and bankers—private sector bankers 
and central bankers alike. 

I recognize that the actions of the Fed are 
subject to Congressional oversight and audits 
by the Government Accountability Office. I 
was proud to support the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, 
which included needed reforms of the Fed’s 
emergency lending authority, and required that 
the Government Accountability Office conduct 
an audit of the Fed’s emergency lending pro-
grams. 

These are much needed steps. While I don’t 
share the view that we should abolish the Fed, 
or that the Fed’s activities are necessarily ma-
licious, I do believe that the American people 
have a right to know how decisions about in-
terest rates and other policies that impact their 
day-to-day lives are made. 

The recent revelations that major inter-
national banks colluded to set the London 
Inter-Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR), which is an 
influential global interest rate, indicate that it is 
in the public interest to more closely scrutinize 
the activities of both financial market players 
as well as those that are supposed to be the 
unbiased referees like the Fed. 

Today’s bill is a positive step toward doing 
that and I am proud to support H.R. 459. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 26, 2012 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JULY 31 

10 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), focusing on a review of the 
semi-annual report to Congress. 

SD–538 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine S. 3385, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior 

to use designated funding to pay for 
construction of authorized rural water 
projects. 

SD–366 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Oversight of Government Management, the 

Federal Workforce, and the District of 
Columbia Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
Federal privacy and data security law. 

SD–628 
2:15 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
Western Hemisphere, Peace Corps and 

Global Narcotics Affairs Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine doing busi-

ness in Latin America, focusing on 
positive trends but serious challenges. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
SR–253 

Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

AUGUST 1 
9 a.m. 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine MF Global, 

focusing on accountability in the fu-
tures markets. 

SR–328A 
10 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
To hold hearings to examine an update 

on the latest climate change science 
and local adaptation measures. 

SD–406 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Housing, Transportation and Community 

Development Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine stream-

lining and strengthening Housing and 
Urban Development’s (HUD) rental 
housing assistance programs. 

SD–538 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine rising pris-
on costs, focusing on restricting budg-
ets and crime prevention options. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine the taxation 

of business entities, focusing on tax re-
form. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine market-

place fairness, focusing on leveling the 
playing field for small businesses. 

SR–253 
Foreign Relations 
European Affairs Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the future 
of the eurozone, focusing on the out-
look and lessons. 

SD–419 

AUGUST 2 

2:30 p.m. 
Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
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